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FAQs CONCERNING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

  FAQ1: What funding options are available? 

A: Funding can be grants (not repayable) or loans (repayable) or a mix. The funding landscape is very 
heterogeneous and conditions vary largely. Examples are: in France, there is a scheme where a 
successful project has to repay the grant; in Malta, you can receive a grant up to a maximum limit, with 
the rest as tax credit.  For explanation on “smart specialisation” see: http://www.lt-innovate.org/lt-
observe/how-does-esif-work 

In general, national/regional funding programmes apply a bottom-up approach, i.e. there are no 
specific topics into which a proposal must fit. However, programmes differ considerably and it is 
recommended to check out programmes, calls etc. regularly.  

Most national and regional programmes are limited to legal entities that have their business seat in 
their territory. Some have additional conditions, e.g. that the results must benefit the region or fall 
under the smart specialization4 of the region. Therefore, all information of funding sources are listed 
by country, and, where applicable, per region inside this country.  

In countries where there are only regional agencies (e.g. Belgium), the location is even more crucial. 
But there are schemes to cooperate with partners outside the region e.g. again Belgium, but also other 
countries where there are bilateral programmes (e.g. SK, SI), and of course, EUREKA and Eurostars 
(minimum 2 partners from 2 different (EUREKA/Eurostars) Member States).  

  FAQ2: What is the difference between funding types: National/Regional/ ESIF, 

Eurostars and Eureka? 

Conditions/requirements National/regional ESIF EUREKA/Eurostars 

Territorial benefit Sometimes yes Yes No 

European benefit No No Yes 

Single applicant Yes Yes No 

Partnership applicant Possible Possible Yes 

Predefined topics No  Yes (S3 priorities) No 

 

National Funding reflects the provision of funds from the respective nation’s government. 

Regional Funding represents the provision of funds dispatched by the region’s government. 

ESIF represents European Structural and Investment Funds. They comprise the European Social Fund, 
Cohesion Fund, European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), European Regional and 
Development Fund (ERDF) and European Maritime & Fisheries Fund (EMFF). Funding follows 
predefined priority axes (Smart specialization strategies – S3 - for R&I projects). For more details on 
ESIF, see: http://www.lt-innovate.org/lt-observe/how-does-esif-work  

Eureka is an intergovernmental scheme implemented for market oriented projects. The initiative is 
supported by public national and private funding, but the consortiums determine the project objective. 

Eurostars is a European funding programme respectively devoted to SME’s specializing in R&D. 
However other participants such as universities, large enterprises, research institutions can act as 
collaborators of the project.  
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For available resources per country see: http://www.lt-innovate.org/lt-observe/public-

policyobservatory/national-funding-opportunities 

 

  FAQ3: How can I receive funding?  

A: A concise guide through the funding maze, with direct links to the country web page, is the “Path 
through the Funding Maze”. It is recommended to read it before engaging in any project writing.  

The below table gives and overview and provides links for quick checks.  

Questions National/regional ESIF EUREKA/Eurostars 

Where can I apply 

for funding? 

National/regional 

funding agencies; 

they figure with 

contact data in the 

respective country 

pages at: 

http://www. lt-

innovate.org/ltobser

ve/public-

policyobservatory/n

ationalfunding-

opportunities  

Managing authorities 
and related agencies 
can be found in the 
ESIF document: http:// 
www.lt-innovate. 
org/sites/default/ 
files/InfoGuide_ 
ESIF_Funding_ 

Opportunities_2016_ 

web.pdf  

You find contact data of the 
National Project 
Coordinators (NPC) at the 
country pages (see 
national/regional). Or you 
can go directly to EUREKA: 
http://www. 
eurekanetwork.org/ eureka-
countries OR 

Eurostars: https:// 

www.eurostarseureka.eu/e

urostarscountries/europe  

What are the 

conditions? 

Differ depending 

on country and 

programme. 

Differ depending 

on country and 

programme. 

At least to legal entities 
from at least two different  
(EUREKA/ Eurostars5) 
Member  

States  

Do I get a loan or a 

grant? 

Depends on country 

and programme. 

Depends on country 

and programme. 

Eurostars: grants; EUREKA 
mostly grants or mix; only 
NL gives only loans. 
Attention:  
Some EU Member States do 

not provide funding for 

EUREKA/ Eurostars6! 

Do I get 100% 

funding?  

As a private company, 

never (due to state-

aid rules); 

Universities/ research 

institutions depend 

on programme and 

country. 

As a private company, 

never (due to state-aid 

rules); Universities/ 

research institutions 

depend on programme 

and country. 

As a private company, never 

(due to state-aid rules); 

Universities/ research 

institutions depend on 

programme and country. 

Do I need a partner? In most programmes 

not. 

In most programmes 

not.  

Yes. At least one partner 
from another 
EUREKA/Eurostars country 
(see footnote  
5).  
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Can I have a partner? In most cases yes. In most cases yes. You need at least one 

partner, see above. 

Can the partner be 

from another country? 

Most programmes 
are territorial, i.e. 
beneficiaries must 
be from the 
country/ region. But 
there are exceptions 
(e.g.  
Flanders). 

Most programmes 

are territorial, i.e. 

beneficiaries must 

be from the country/ 

region. Sometimes a 

partner outside the 

country/region is 

possible if it benefits 

the region.  

At least one partner  

MUST be from another 

country.  

Can the partner 

be from a non- EU 

country? 

In most cases 

not (except 

some 

multilateral 

programmes). 

No.  Yes, if from a EUREKA/ 

Eurostar country (see 

footnote 2) 

Can the partner be a 

research institute? 

In most cases yes. In most cases yes. In most cases yes. 

Can the partner be a 

large enterprise? 

In most cases yes but 

sometimes without 

funding. 

In most cases yes but 

sometimes without 

funding. 

In most cases yes but 

sometimes without 

funding. 

Can I apply for 

national/regional 

funding although I am 

a partner in a H2020 

project? 

Yes.  Yes. The only condition 

is that the ESIF funding 

covers other activities 

than the H2020 

funding (principle of no 

double funding). 

Yes. For Eurostars, the 

only condition is that 

the ESIF funding covers 

other activities than 

the H2020 funding 

(principle of no double 

funding). 

Are there deadlines to 

observe? 

Often, there is a 

continuous submission 

scheme with cut-off 

dates. Sometimes 

there are calls with 

deadlines. 

There may be calls; 

sometimes also cut-off 

dates. 

Several cut-off dates 

per year.  

Can I receive funding 

as a start-up? 

In most cases yes. 

Depends on the 

respective financial 

viability rules. 

In most cases yes. 

Depends on the 

respective financial 

viability rules. 

In most cases yes. 

Depends on the 

respective financial 

viability rules. 

Can I receive funding 

as a large enterprise?  

In most cases yes. 

Funding for LEs is 

always lower than for 

SMEs (around 20% for 

grants) due to state-aid 

rules. 

Often yes. Funding for 

LEs is always lower 

than for SMEs (around 

20% for grants) due to 

state-aid rules. 

Depends on the 

country. Sometimes 

LE can participate but 

without funding.  
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What type of project 

idea receives funding? 

It must be innovative – 
this is valid for almost 
all programmes. Often, 
projects are split 
between “industrial 
research” and  
“experimental 
development”. Only 
rarely there are  
specific programmes 

for LT (e.g. in Spain or 

Estonia).  

A project idea that falls 

into the priority axes 

of the country/region. 

For LT, this can be ICT 

(horizontal) or verticals 

like eHealth, tourism, 

cultural developments 

etc.  

Innovative ideas 

(bottom-up) with 

a potential impact 

beyond just the 

partners.  

Can any topic/idea 

receive funding? 

Most programmes are 
bottom-up, i.e. any  
topic is possible if all 

other conditions are 

fulfilled.  

See above. Yes, EUREKA and 

Eurostars are 

also bottom-up 

programmes.  

What can I do if my 

topic/idea is currently 

not covered by the 

funding schemes?  

Make sure you get in contact with the respective funding agency for 

potential future calls. If your idea is not considered for funding, scrutinize 

the idea: Is it really innovative? Could it fit under another type of 

programme?  

Is my company 

considered to be a 

SME?  

Check here: ec.europa.eu/growth/sme 

 

How can I get 

information? 

http://www.lt-innovate.org/lt-observe/public-policy-observatory/ 

national-funding-opportunities  

How can I get advice 

on my specific 

situation? 

Many countries offer services to check out project ideas – take these 

opportunities! Sometimes contact points (e.g. EUREKA/Eurostars) can also 

help for other (national/regional) programmes as they work for the same 

funding agency. A good relationship with funding agencies helps creating 

trust and eventually will lead to success.  
5 36 Eurostars participating countries: EU, NO, Iceland, Switzerland, Canada, South Africa, Israel, Turkey, South Korea; 41 EUREKA Member 

States: EU plus European Commission, Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Switzerland, Montenegro, Makedonia, Serbia, San Marino, Monaco, Israel, 

Iceland, Norway plus Associated countries: Canada, South Africa, South Korea. 
6 EUREKA: EE, UK, SK, CY; Eurostars: EE, IT, GR. 
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