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EU NEWS & POLICY DEBATES 
ACROSS LANGUAGES

THE EUROPEAN MEDIA NETWORK
IN 12 EU LANGUAGES

Media Partner of the  
LT-Innovate Summit 2016

W W W . E U R A C T I V . C O M
EurActiv publishes free news and facilitates debates 
for policy professionals. With 2,3 million* page 
views and 794,992* ‘unique visitors’ per month, 
EurActiv is the leading online media on EU affairs. 

* Average Google Analytics January-December 2015
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L
We hit the language frontier also in eGovernment. 
Countries have grown together. Citizens have be-
nefitted from this to a degree. Today, we take most 
achievements for granted: easy travel, inexpensive 
foreign goods, or studying and working abroad. But 

the EU has often made the second step before the first one. It 
has introduced a common currency without making banking 
interoperable. It has removed border controls although the 
social and security systems hardly interact. Cross-border In-
teroperability is difficult and requires much more than trans-
lation. Particular translations made by machines can only 
play a supporting role in a more elaborate solution.

Even Business is leaving the vast land behind that frontier to 
a handful of brave enterprises. CEOs only begin to understand 
how social media have changed the playing field. Most still 
think that it is good enough to speak the customer’s language, 
localize the company’s content and broadcast it, like it’s been 
done for decades, if not centuries. The future winners, though, 
realize that they also must understand what their customers 
talk about on all these new channels; of course in their mother 
tongues.

And finally Technology. Artificial Intelligence will change eve-
rything. Some skeptics even think it will be our last invention. 
In any case, we are not going to type commands into robots 
or self-driving cars. We will talk to AI. Language will be the 
user interface. As has been dramatically shown by the recent 
failure of Go, knowledge driven learning is the key to AI... and 
most of our knowledge is stored in textual form, i.e. language.

So, yes, language is the new frontier. It is bizarre that Europe 
is not fully behind this. Action is required by business, research 
and the public sector. Otherwise, we will have to license ano-
ther set of key technologies from the usual suppliers.

Jochen Hummel 
  Chairman LT-Innovate

anguage - The New Frontier ?

If you ask 
people in 
the street 

they might shake their heads. That’s because language comes 
so natural to us humans. Also, many believe Google Translate 
has fixed it. Most of our European decision makers tend to 
think so as well. They could or should know better.

Take the celebrated Digital Single Market. Cross-border eCom-
merce is minuscule. In this key growth market Europe is totally 
fragmented by country. The Commission has identified several 
barriers: Data Protection, VAT, shipment costs. All important, 
but each of them could be solved at a green table. The Coun-
cil would only need to withstand lobbyists and pass the re-
gulation proposed by European Parliament. The Commission 
would need to retract the VAT mess it created a while ago. 
Overprized shipments are a result of privatized monopolies 
that could be resolved by enforcing competition. A much tou-
gher barrier to cross-border eCommerce, though, is Europe’s 
multilingualism. A frontier only few dare to cross.
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08.30 Registration

09.00

Welcome 
Philippe Wacker, LT-Innovate 

Opening Keynote 
Paul Rübig, Member of the European Parliament 

09.30

Infrastructures for Multilingual Europe 
Jochen Hummel, CEO, Coreon, The LTI Cloud  

Steve Renals, University of Edinburgh, Towards an Interaction Baselayer 
Andrew Joscelyne, LT-Innovate, The Language Resources Observatory 

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00

LT CEO Summit: Language - The New Frontier for Business and Government  
Panel discussion moderated by Florian Faes, Slator  

David Canek, Memsource - Jochen Hummel, Coreon/LT-Innovate - Charles Huot, Expert System -  
Christoph Prinz, Sail Labs - Christopher Pyne, SAP - Marco Trombetti, Translated

12.00 Customers Challenge the Industry: Dynamic Knowledge Stores and Machine Translation 
Challengers: Michelle Gregory, VP Content and Innovation & Pascal Coupet, Director of Smart Content, Research - Elsevier 

12.45 Walking Lunch

13.45
Solution Showcase: The Rebirth of Artificial Intelligence and How it Affects Machine Translation 

Luc Meertens & Bram Vandewalle, CrossLang; Dominique Deckmyn, De Standaard;  
Kris Demuynck, Ghent University & iMinds–MultimediaLab

14.30 Solutions Showcase: Combining Language Technologies with Structured Content Processes for Medical Devices 
 Frits Jacobs, Philips Medical & Ambra Neri, SDL 

15.15 Coffee Break

15.45

Technology Spotlights & Project Results 
Jochen Hummel, Coreon, The Way to Cross-border Interoperability  

Jose C. Gonzalez, s|ngular, Automatic Extraction of Rich Customer Profiles from their Activity in Social Networks  
Martin Kaltenböck, Semantic Web Company, PoolParty Semantic Suite - Unlock the Meaning of your Data  

Francesco Danza, Expert System, From sentiment to emotional analytics: tools and case studies from the Mixedemotions project 
Marco Trombetti, MateCat, Instant Quote Tech for Translation Companies  

Tony O’Dowd, KantanMT - Improving the Machine Translation Review Process with Translation Automation  
Rihards Kalniņš, Tilde, Enabling Multilingual Communication for the EU Presidency  

Stefano Aversa, Lionbridge, Testing Language: best practices for testing multilingual voice and graphical user interfaces  
Ian Cowley, Forvo, Pronouncing all the Words in the World with Forvo  

George Giannakopoulos, SciFY & NCSR Demokritos, Summarization Across Languages, Media Types and Domains  
Vincent Vandeghinste, University of Leuven, The SCATE Project: Envisaged Results

18.30

LT-Innovate Award Ceremony  
Keynote & Award Presentation 

Michael Hager, Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Oettinger, European Commission 

Drinks and Networking

TUESDAY 17 MAY 2016

LANGUAGE TECHNOLOGY  
Language-The New Frontier
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08.30 Registration

09.00

 
Dialogue Day  

 
Opening Keynote 

Karl-Heinz Lambertz President of the Parliament of the German-speaking Community of Belgium  
Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions

09.30

Language Policies and Funding Sources in Europe 
Panel chaired by Margaretha Mazura  

David Pérez Fernández, Cabinet of the Spanish Secretary of State for Telecommunications and Information Society  
Kimmo Rossi, European Commission, DG CONNECT - Gareth Morlais, Welsh Government - Llywodraeth Cymru –  

Matthias Weichhart, Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) - Peter Spyns, Flemish Government, Department of 
Economy, Science & Innovation - Peter Pharow, Fraunhofer-Institut für Digitale Medientechnologie IDMT

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00

Solution Showcase: Putting Customer Satisfaction First 
Thanks to Semantics  

(Cases in Publishing and Banking) 
Olivier Delteil, Les Echos,  

Charles Huot & Claudio Palmolungo, Expert System

Language Infrastructures and Language Resources: Pulling 
the Pieces of the Jigsaw Together 

Language Resources  
Andrew Joscelyne, LT-Innovate: Making Language Resources 

Operationally Usable - the Challenge  
Bart Wloka, University of Vienna: Improving the Usability of 

Existing LRs and Speeding up the Creation of New LRs  
Matthias Heyn, SDL: In-domain LRs  

– a Survey of Industry Needs  
Gareth Morlais, Welsh Goverrnment - Llywodraeth Cymru: 

The Case for Generating LRs for Less-used Languages

11.40

Solution Showcase: What Text Analytics Can Do for  
Data Processing in Market Research Institutes  

Evert Rutgers, TNS Sofres;  
François-Régis Chaumartin, Proxem

12.20 Walking Lunch

13.20

Solution Showcase: CrossLingual Media: Blending Language 
Technologies and Human Post-editing to Boost Content 

Exchanges & Grow the European Media  
and Translation Industries 

Christophe Leclercq & David Mekkaoui, EurActiv;  
Rihards Kalniņš, Tilde; Andrzej Zydroń, XTM

Multilingual Data Experimentation 
Steve Renals, University of Edinburgh  

Sebastien Marcel, IDIAP  
Tanja Schultz, University of Bremen, XLingual  

Khalid Choukri, ELDA/ELRA  
Matt Simpson, Ericsson  

Ariane Nabeth-Halber, Vecsys 14.00

Technology Challenges 
 Matthew Lowry, Fresh Integral Communications, Hashtag 

Platform: Machine-assisted Multilingual Curation  
Ruben Riestra, Inmark, Opportunities for LT in EU  

Cross-border e-Commerce 

14.40 Coffee Break

15.00

Technology Spotlights & Project Results 
Gema Ramirez Sanchez, Prompsit, AltLang, an Automatic 

Language Variety Converter for English, Spanish,  
French and Portuguese 

Robert Etches, TextMinded, Building a Utility Platform for 
Multilingual Communication 

Gard Jenset, Artificial Solutions, Data Mining Conversations 
– Hot Air or a Scoop for Business?  

Christoph Prinz, Sail Labs, Automatic Speech Recognition 
Research Progress Hits the Road  

Dominik Radziszowski, XTRF Management Systems, 
Changing Integration Paradigm  
with XTRF Smart Connectors  

Monika Lucza, easyling, Automated Human Translation  
– the Best of Both Worlds  

James Anderson, Linguali SAS, Facilitating Simultaneous 
Interpreting 

Automated Translation Infrastructure  
Andrejs Vasiljevs, Tilde: CEF.AT – State of Play  

Davide Caroselli, ModernMT: Context-aware Machine 
Translation 

European Interoperability Assets Infrastructure  
Jochen Hummel, Coreon  

Vassilios Peristeras, European Commission - DG DIGIT  
Peter Schmitz, Publications Office of the European Union 

(EUROVOC) 

 
LTI Cloud 

 Luc Meertens & Joachim Van den Bogaert,  
Crosslang: The LTI Cloud - Next Steps

17.00 End of Programme

WEDNESDAY 18 MAY 2016

INDUSTRY SUMMIT 2016  
for Business & Government
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Enable Cognitive Systems 
to Overcome Language 
and Cultural Limitations

 

Whether you are a corporation, public sector, an LSP or a translator, 
SDL has the right technology solution for you:

• Translation productivity software
• Translation management solutions 
• Customized machine translation solutions

SDL offers a complete language platform that includes everything an 
organisation needs to communicate globally. From technology to improve 
translation productivity, manage workflows and automatically translate content, 
to professional translation services.

Market-Leading Language 
Technology Solutions 

www.sdl.com
www.translationzone.com

Reach out to the SDL experts at the SDL table and don’t miss out 
on our sessions:

• Combining Language Technologies with Structured Content  
Processes for Medical Devices at Phillips Medical

• In-domain Language Resources  – a Survey of Industry Needs

With more than 
20 years of experience, 

SDL works with 
79 of the top 100

global brands.

Copyright © 2016 SDL plc. All Rights Reserved. All company product or service names referenced herein are properties of their respective owners.

THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS
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Enable Cognitive Systems 
to Overcome Language 
and Cultural Limitations

LT-Observe is a result of the LT-Observatory project. Its partners are: Zabala, LT-Innovate, EMF, CLARIN-ERIC, University of Vienna.  
This project has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme under grant agreement No 644583

 

Whether you are a corporation, public sector, an LSP or a translator, 
SDL has the right technology solution for you:

• Translation productivity software
• Translation management solutions 
• Customized machine translation solutions

SDL offers a complete language platform that includes everything an 
organisation needs to communicate globally. From technology to improve 
translation productivity, manage workflows and automatically translate content, 
to professional translation services.

Market-Leading Language 
Technology Solutions 

www.sdl.com
www.translationzone.com

Reach out to the SDL experts at the SDL table and don’t miss out 
on our sessions:

• Combining Language Technologies with Structured Content  
Processes for Medical Devices at Phillips Medical

• In-domain Language Resources  – a Survey of Industry Needs

With more than 
20 years of experience, 

SDL works with 
79 of the top 100

global brands.

Copyright © 2016 SDL plc. All Rights Reserved. All company product or service names referenced herein are properties of their respective owners.

LT-Observe is the service platform of the LT-Observatory project  
It provides you with: 

A Catalogue of selected Language Resources that meet the requirements of machine translation professionals 
in an operational context: accessibility, openness or clear licensing scheme, domain coverage,  

Dublin Core metadata.
A Public Policy Observatory that provides information about language technology policies of Member States, 

and investigated funding opportunities at EU, national and regional level, with practical information  
about contacts and open calls. 

News services on the language technology markets and policy issues:
    LangTech News: language technology news worldwide; 
    LangPol News: insights into European language or language-related policies.

   
 

http://www.lt-innovate.org/lt-observe
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François-Régis Chaumartin
CEO

Proxem

Dr. François-Régis Chaumartin is a French 
engineer with a PhD in Natural Language Pro-
cessing and over 20 years of professional ex-
perience in developing technology companies. 
Passionate about language and artificial intelli-
gence, he has created Proxem in 2007 and still 
manages both business and research aspects.

Khalid Choukri
CEO 

European Language Resources Association / 
Evaluations and Language Resources  
Distribution Agency - ELRA / ELDA  

Dr. Khalid Choukri obtained an Electrical En-
gineering degree (1983) from École Nationale 
de l’aviation civile (ENAC, Toulouse, France), 
and a Master Degree (1984) and Doctoral de-
gree (1987) in Computer sciences and Signal 
processing at the École Nationale Supérieure 
des Télécommunications (Télécom ParisTech) 
in Paris, France, in Partnership with Alca-
tel-Lucent. He was researcher and consultant 
for speech technology at several French ins-
titutions and companies, among them Cap 
Gemini and Thomson. Since 1995, he has 
been the executive director of the European 
Language Resources Association (ELRA) and 
the Founder and Managing Director of the 
distribution agency (ELDA). Khalid CHOUKRI 
is member of the organizing committee of the 
Language Resources and Evaluation Confe-
rence (LREC). He has been working for over 30 
years on various aspects of spoken and written 

David Canek
CEO  

Memsource

David Canek is the founder and CEO of 
Memsource, a software company providing 
cloud translation technology based in Prague, 
Czech Republic. His previous professional ex-
perience includes product management and 
business development roles in the software 
and translation industries.

Davide Caroselli
Senior Java Developper 

Translated

Davide Caroselli is Senior java Developper at 
Translated where he acts as an IT Project Ma-
nager for a new Research & Innovation pro-
gram “Modern Machine Translation”, funded by 
the European Union. Davide is responsible for 
coordinating the team amongst the partners 
participating to the project and working with 
them to define the development of the va-
rious components. Before joining Translated, 
Davide developped a Test Automation Tool at 
IBM. After that he founded his own company, 
Pubster, a fidelization tool for pubs where in 
his role as CTO he was responsible for the de-
sign, implementation and maintenance of the 
technical infrastructure. He graduated summa 
cum laude in Information Technology from the 
University of Roma TRE.

James Anderson
President and CEO

Linguali

James Anderson is the founder and president 
of Linguali, a French language technology 
company specialising in simultaneous inter-
preting technologies. He has worked in the 
language industry as a business leader and 
simultaneous conference interpreter for 20 
years. He previously founded the full service 
localisation agency Medialocate, with offices 
in Bordeaux, France and Monterey, California.

Stefano Aversa
Solution Manager

Lionbridge Technologies Inc.

Stefano has been in the software language 
testing field for over 15 years. His experience 
includes localization testing, voice testing, 
sample data collection, field testing, user ac-
ceptance testing, localization, voice recordings 
& multimedia and more. He has led projects 
and programs for nearly all the major global 
leaders in the IT, Telecom, Life Science and 
Transportation verticals. Currently as Solution 
Manager in Lionbridge his main responsibili-
ties include building solutions to global and lo-
cal customers, consultation, customer service, 
global program management and productiza-
tion. Stefano is ISTQB and CSTE certified and 
Yellow Six Sigma belt.

FOCUS ON
OUR SPEAKERS
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language technologies, with focuses on multi-
lingual and multicultural aspects in academic 
and industrial environments. He is the chair of 
the ISO SC35 in charge of human-machine in-
terfaces and accessibility and was/is involved 
in other standardization activities of ISO (e.g. 
TC37), ETSI, etc. 

Pascal Coupet
Smart Content Director Research  

Content & Innovation 
Elsevier

Pascal manages the Smart Content for Re-
search department, which focus on automa-
tically structuring and enriching content to 
support innovation in Elsevier products for 
the Research market. It includes NLP, ma-
chine learning, knowledge representation and 
big data experts, as well as the development 
of the new Elsevier All Sciences Taxonomy. 
Pascal has had a long and productive career 
in text and data mining. He developed TDM 
products for IBM and was one of the Co-Foun-
ders of Temis, a text and data mining company. 
While there, he served as both the CTO and 
R&D Manager.

Ian Cowley
Head of Communications and Partnerships 

Forvo

Ian manages all on-line and off-line commu-
nications at Forvo and has a background of 
working in digital media as a digital product 
manager for many years. He also looks after 
Forvo’s relationships with partner companies, 
universities and institutions as well as the 
company’s client-base and wider community. 
He cultivates client relationships and ensures 
effective service delivery to key accounts as 
well as identifying new business opportuni-
ties. Working in close conjunction with the 
software engineering team he contributes 
ideas to improve Forvo’s website and apps and 
helps design and create new tools. A polyglot 
with a degree in languages, Ian has a vested in-
terest in digital language learning applications, 
data, machine translation and voice recogni-
tion software.

Francesco Adolfo Danza
ICT entrepreneur

Expert System 

Francesco Adolfo Danza is an ICT entre-
preneur, a serial start-upper and a strategic 
consultant of Expert System for research 
and new business development. He com-
bines a solid scientific and technical back 
ground with skills and competences in tech-
nology transfer and business creation in 
order to convey research into real appli-
cations. During the last 25 years he had a 
proven track record of over 30 successfully 
completed European Funded Projects with 
edge technology and high technical impact.

 

Dominique Deckmyn
Journalist 

De Standaard 

As a journalist, I have covered new technology 
and its impact on business and on society for 
20 years. The subject has never bored me. I 
have also closely followed the emergence of 
new media, using the Web as a professional 
tool since 1993 and switching to online re-
porting in 1998 and again in 2008. However, 
I keep returning to print, for some reason. 
Between 2000 and 2008 I founded and edited 
the magazines Smart Business Strategies and 
IT Professional. I then had a two year stint 
as a manager, running De Standaard Online. 
But middle management is not for me. So 
I returned to my roots as a reporter, now at 
the Media desk of De Standaard. One day, I 
hope to stumble on the ideal way to combine 
print, website, email, blog, RSS and other me-
dia into a next-generation information hub, or 
community, or whatever you would want to 
call it. I’m not there yet. Specialties: Recruiting 
and coaching journalists, launching print ma-
gazines and websites, spotting and evaluating 
media opportunities, getting innovative media 
projects done. 

Olivier Delteil
Head Business Innovation

LesEchos.fr

Initially Publisher of a trade magazine on luxu-
ry goods marketing, Olivier joined the Les 
Echos daily newspaper in order to satisfy his 
passion for the media industry and new tech-
nologies.  He is now responsible for developing 
the digital products of Les Echos Group.  Oli-
vier holds a Master’s Degree in Information 
Science, is a graduate of the Institut Français 
de Presse (IFP) and Audencia Business School 
International MBA . Recent Publication : Multi-
publishing, Publishing in digital era– TI Edition 
/ Weka  2015.

 Kris Demuynck
Professor 

Data Science Lab - Ghent University - iMinds

Kris Demuynck received the master degree 
in Electrical Engineering and the PhD degree 
in Applied Sciences from the Katholieke Uni-
versiteit Leuven, in 1993 and 2001, respec-
tively. Between 2001 and 2012 he worked as 
a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven on various national and 
international projects. In 2012 he joined the 
Multimedia Lab (now Data Science Lab) at 
Ghent University, department of Electronics 
and Information Systems (ELIS), where he 
works as part-time professor and research 
manager. His principal research interests are 
large vocabulary continuous speech recogni-
tion, machine learning and search algorithms. 
His PhD work and the subsequent research 
resulted, amongst others, in a speech reco-
gnition toolkit which was made available pu-
blicly under the name SPRAAK in 2008. Some 
of the speech & language technology related 
topics on which Kris Demuynck has worked 
are: search algorithms, algorithms to extract 
information from audio, deep learning, va-
rious forms of language modeling, and various 
non-standard (human-inspired) approaches to 
speech recognition.
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Robert Etches
CIO 

TextMinded Danmark A/S 

Robert Etches has spent 25 years working in 
every role in the translation and localisation 
industry: from freelance translator through 
project manager and software developer to 
CEO of his own successful company. Now se-
nior partner and CIO at TextMinded®, a lea-
ding language and communication company, 
Robert is currently serving his second term 
as Chairman of GALA, the world’s leading 
non-profit association for the language indus-
try. He also serves on the Advisory Board of 
Translators without Borders.

Florian Faes
Managing Director 

Slator

A linguist at heart, Florian thrives on the velo-
city of business and how translation and tech-

nology accelerate it. Based in Zurich, he pre-
viously spent eight years in Asia working out 
of Singapore, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. He 
has translation degrees from the Zurich Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences and the University 
of Westminster, London. Before launching Sla-
tor, he spent nine years with language service 
provider CLS Communication in his last role 
as Head of Asia; and he was part of the group 
management during the trade sale to Lion-
bridge through the initial integration. When 
he is not working on making Slator the most 
relevant source of language industry news, he 
dabbles in Bitcoin and runs the hilly trails of 
Switzerland.

 

George Giannakopoulos
Research Associate

NCSR «Demokritos» - Institute of  
Informatics and Telecommunications

George Giannakopoulos is the CTO of SciFY 
PNPC (www.scify.org) and a research fellow of 
the Software and Knowledge Engineering Lab 
of NCSR “Demokritos” (skel.iit.demokritos.gr). 
He holds a PhD on Artificial Intelligence and 
specializes in Natural Language Processing, 
Machine Learning and Data Mining. He has 
more than 15 years of industrial experience as 
an IT consultant, software engineer and resear-
cher. He has worked in a number of EU-funded 

projects including SYNC3 (synergetic content 
creation), OKKAM (unique identification of re-
sources), NOMAD (large-scale mining), Sema-
Grow (distributed semantic querying on open 
linked data), CLARIN-EL (language resources 
technology) and YourDataStories (open linked 
data) on topics such as summarization, large-
scale linguistic services and pipelines, distri-
buted semantic query processing, knowledge 
extraction and text analytics. He is the orga-
nizer of the MultiLing community, challenges 
and workshops on multilingual summarization 
(MultiLing 2011 Pilot, MultiLing 2013 at ACL 
2013, MultiLing 2015 Special Session at SIG-
DIAL 2015).

José Gonzalez
General Manager - Data & Analytics Division 

Singular Meaning 

General Manager of the Data & Analytics Di-
vision of s|ngular (formerly Daedalus). CEO 
of MeaningCloud LLC (USA), a s|ngular com-
pany. He holds a PhD in Telecommunication 
Engineering from the Technical University of 
Madrid (UPM, Spain, 1989). Founding partner 
of LT-Innovate, the Language Technology In-
dustry Association (2012-). He was associate 
professor at the School of Telecommunication 
Engineering (UPM, 1985-2015) and visiting 
professor at the Department of Computer 

DRIVE REVENUE

LT-ACCELERATE

WITH THE NEWEST
LANGUAGE TECHNOLOGY

21 - 22 NOV 2016
BRUSSELS

@

The International Auditorium
International Trade Union House
Boulevard du Roi Albert II, No. 5 / 2
B-1210 Bruxelles

@LTAccelerate
 #LTA16

www.lt-accelerate.com
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Science, Royal Holloway, University of London 
(UK, 2003-2011). Chairman of the Spanish 
Chapter of the Computer Society, IEEE (2002-
2009). Acting as principal researcher and ex-
pert reviewer in EU-funded projects and pro-
grammes since 1993.

Michelle Gregory
Vice President of Content and Innovation

Elsevier

I conduct basic and applied research in the 
general area of computational linguistics. My 
research focus has been on the understanding 
and visualization of large amounts of real-time 
social data--research topics include online 
communication, sentiment and opinion ana-
lysis, machine learning, and high performance 
computing. I currently focus my research ef-
forts on smart content, online communities, 
and data processing and representation for 
large-scale data stores and shared services. I 
currently manage a group within Operations at 
Elsevier that provide smart content and data 
stores for all of Elsevier’s products. Specialties: 
Natural language procesing, human language 
technology, social media analytics, speech 
processing, online communications.

Michael Hager
Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Oettinger

European Commission

Michael Hager is Head of Cabinet of Commis-
sioner Oettinger, responsible for the Digital 
Economy & Society. In 2008 Mr Hager became 
Member of the Cabinet of Vice-President Mar-
got Wallström and since 2010 he has been 
Member of the Cabinet of Commissioner 
Oettinger. Before joining the Commission, Mr 
Hager worked as Parliamentary assistant to 
Brigitte Langenhagen MEP from 1999-2004. 
Between 2004-2005 Mr Hager began his 
career at the Commission as Parliamentary Af-
fairs Coordinator in DG MARKT. He then went 
on to being assistant to the Director General 
in DG MARKT. Mr Hager holds a MA in Histo-
ry, Political Science and Japanese Studies from 
the University of Tübingen.

Matthias Heyn
Vice President Global Solutions

SDL 

As an expert in customer experience mana-
gement, global information processes and 
translation production optimization as well as 
regulated processes, Matthias Heyn consults 
many large scale organizations for SDL. He 
started his career as a software engineer with 
TRADOS Germany, transitioned into business 
development, founding TRADOS operations 
in Benelux and Japan. He worked in product 
management and today is responsible for SDL 
global solution design for key accounts in the 
public sector and pharmaceutical industry.

Jochen Hummel
CEO

ESTeam, Coreon 

Jochen Hummel has a software development 
background and had grown his first company, 
TRADOS, to the world leader in translation 
memory and terminology software. In 2006 
he founded Metaversum, the inventor of 
Twinity, the online virtual world based on real 
cities and was its CEO until 2010. He is a well-
known, internationally experienced software 
executive and serial entrepreneur. He serves 
on boards and is mentoring several startups 
in Berlin. Currently, he is CEO of ESTeam AB. 
ESTeam provides the means to achieve data 
interoperability through semantic and multi-
lingual information infrastructures, storage, 
and search. ESTeam has provided software 
and services for cross-border interoperability 
as well decision support for the IP sector. He 
is also CEO/Founder of Coreon, the advanced 
SaaS solution for multilingual knowledge 
bases. Since 2012, he is elected Chairman of 
LT-Innovate.

Charles Huot
Corporate Development Officer

Expert System

Charles has got a PhD at the IBM European 
Center for Applied Maths in Paris in 1992. 
After 10 years at IBM working in the area of 
Text Mining, he co-founded TEMIS. Following 
the acquisition by Expert System in September 
2015, he is now in charge of corporate deve-
lopment. This includes the development of 
innovative projects in cooperation with public 
research institutes and university laboratories, 
SMEs and large industrials groups. In addition, 
Charles held several position in associations, 
alliances and technological clusters. His main 
fields of interests are semantic research, big 
data, information and innovation.

Frits Jacobs
Strategic Lead

Philips Healthcare

Responsible for creating a vision for future 
user documentation for all products of the 
Business Unit Interventional X-ray of Philips 
Healthcare. Responsible for managing an im-
provement project on user documentation 
for a new product of the Business Unit. Res-
ponsible for revising current processes around 
authoring, translation and distribution of user 
documentation, in cooperation with suppliers. 
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Gard Jenset
Knowledge Engineer
Artificial Solutions

Gard Jenset holds a PhD in English and quan-
titative corpus linguistics. Before joining Ar-
tificial Solutions as a knowledge engineer he 
taught applied linguistics and quantitative 
skills in higher education. His current duties 
encompass text mining and data science for 
natural language.

Andrew Joscelyne
Advisor 

LT-Innovate  

Andrew Joscelyne has worked as a journa-
list, consultant and market analyst in the lan-
guage technology sector for over 20 years. He 
co-edited the first paper- and then digital LT 
newsletter; acted as content provider for nu-
merous European accompanying measures 
focused on the LT research effort and market-
place; and published reports on national and 
global progress in LT. He has also worked with 
GALAXY, TAUS and today with LT-Innovate as 
an editor, advisor and consultant. 

Rihards Kalniņš
Business Development Manager 

Tilde

Rihards Kalniņš is the Business Development 
Manager at Tilde, a language technology com-
pany that develops innovative multilingual 
tools for enabling languages in the digital era. 
This includes multilingual content analytics and 
custom machine translation systems specially 
adapted for companies and organizations, hel-
ping to make their platforms fully multilingual. 
A former Fulbright scholar, Rihards holds a 
degree in philosophy and has written articles 
on language for various publications, including 
The Guardian and EurActiv.com. 

Martin Kaltenböck
Managing Partner & CFO 
Semantic Web Company

Martin Kaltenböck studied communication, 
psychology and marketing at the University of 
Vienna. In 2000 he was co-founder of punkt. 
netServices - an Austrian company specialised 
on information- & knowledge management 
as well as on Enterprise 2.0 solutions. He is 
co-founder and managing partner of the Se-
mantic Web Company and as CFO responsible 
for financial and organisational issues. Fur-
thermore he leads and works in several na-
tional and international research, industry and 
projects in public administration and commu-
nication activities. He is tutor and publishes 
in the fields of semantic information mana-
gement, Linked (Open) Data as well as Open 
(Government) Data and social semantic web. 
Martin is Certified Management Consultant 
since 2006, member of the Executive Board of 
the Austrian Chapter of Open Knowledge (for-
mer OKFN) as well as Member of the Advisory 
Council of the Open Knowledge (Foundation, 
UK) and invited expert of the governmental 
Cooperation OGD Austria. He is working as 
invited expert of W3C and is member of the 
Steering Board of the European Data Forum 
that he chaired in Athens, Greece in 2014. In 
2015 he co-founded the ODI Node Vienna to-
gether with 3 Austrian university partners (TU 
Vienna, University of Economics and Danube 
University Krems).

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
President 

Parliament of the German-speaking  
Community of Belgium

Karl-Heinz Lambertz is a Belgian politician hol-
ding a Master’s degree in Law with an additio-
nal specialization in German Law. He was the 
Minister-President of the Government of the 
German-speaking Community of Belgium for 
15 years and became President of the Parlia-
ment of the German-speaking Community in 
2014. He has been a member of the European 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) since 1999, 
where he was President of the PES Group for 
5 years, before becoming First Vice-President 
of the institution in 2015. Within the CoR he is 
particularly active in the Committee for Social 
Policy, Education, Employment, Research and 
Culture (SEDEC) and the Committee for Envi-
ronment, Climate Change and Energy (ENVE). 

He is also very active in the Congress of Lo-
cal and Regional Authorities of the Council of 
Europe where he is President of the Socialist 
Group. On 17 July 2008, he was one of three 
senior Belgian politicians commissioned by 
King Albert II to investigate ways of enabling 
constitutional reform talks in the light of the 
long-running Belgian constitutional crisis.

Christophe Leclercq
Founder
EurActiv

Christophe Leclercq founded EurActiv in 1999 
and managed it for 10 years. Christophe now 
focuses predominantly on its overall strategy, 
deepening its Europe-wide network, as well as 
its external relations. EurActiv, now a European 
Media Network present in 12 EU capitals, pu-
blishes free EU news and facilitates EU policy 
debates for policy professionals in 12 languages. 
With 2.8+ million page views and 660,524 
‘unique visitors’ per month, EurActiv is the lea-
ding online media on EU affairs. Christophe 
Leclercq launched the EurActiv CrossLingual 
network, initially co-funded by then DG Info-
Society / eContent programme. The 12 country 
media network became self-sustainable. He 
recently initiated a new R&D project called ‘EU 
Community’, regarding big data and visualisation 
of policy processes. The consortium is led by 
Intrasoft, includes researchers, is co-funded by 
DG CONNECT / GSS and has deliverables like 
EurActory and PolicyLine. Christophe welcomes 
talks about related projects, notably on lan-
guages and on media transformation. Further-
more, Mr Leclercq is involved in debates on the 
emerging EU media policy, under the keyword 
#Media4EU. Prior to EurActiv, Christophe Le-
clercq worked at the European Commission & 
was a management consultant with McKinsey.

Mathew Lowry
Director

Fresh Integral Communications 

Originally trained in theoretical physics, 
Mathew Lowry has been piloting innovative 
online communications since 1995, when he 
launched the first database-driven website 
by any European public organisation. Other 
early best practices include launching the first 
Web2.0 online community for the European 
Commission (2002); the first “cross-silo” the-
matic portal and content management system 
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for EU Institutions (2003); and BlogActiv, the 
most successful EU policy blogging platform 
(2007). More specifically, he pioneered the 
first two uses of semantic technologies in 
European communications, using OpenCa-
lais: - 1) during the relaunch of EC magazine 
ACP Courier (2009) to categorise thousands of 
articles, adding new geographic and thematic 
interfaces to the navigation amd algorithmic 
recommended reading crosslinks alongside 
each article - 2) to analyse legacy (and fu-
ture) web content for the European Commis-
sion’s DG CONNECT (2011) to help develop 
the information architecture for their Digital 
Agenda website, which replaced the 5 sites 
when launched in 2012. Mathew’s involved in 
two sessions at LTInnovate - see his Buyer’s 
Challenge and Opening up EurActiv’s media 
innovation programme.

Monika Lucza
Sales-support

Skawa Innovation Ltd.

Monika Lucza is responsible for sales-support 
at Easyling. She has profound knowledge in 
CAT tools, bringing over 15 years of expe-
rience in translation and interpreting. Other 
than that, Monika is also experienced in ma-
chine translation and software development, 
and holds a degree in translation, Library and 
information science, and English Language 
and Literature from the University of Szeged. 

Sébastien Marcel
Senior Researcher

IDIAP

Sébastien Marcel received the Ph.D. degree in 
signal processing from Université de Rennes I 
in France (2000) at CNET, the research center 
of France Telecom (now Orange Labs). He is 
currently interested in pattern recognition and 
machine learning with a focus on biometrics.
He is a senior researcher at the Idiap Research 
Institute (CH), where he heads a research team 
and conducts research on face recognition, 
speaker recognition and spoofing attacks de-
tection. In 2010, he was appointed Visiting As-
sociate Professor at the University of Cagliari 
(IT) where he taught a series of lectures in face 
recognition. He is lecturer at the Ecole Poly-
technique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) and he 
serves on the Program Committee of several 
scientific journals and international confe-

rences in pattern recognition and computer 
vision. He is also an Associate Editor of the 
IEEE Transactions on Information Forensics 
and Security, a Co-editor of the “Handbook 
of Biometric Anti-Spoofing”, a Guest Editor of 
the IEEE Transactions on Information Foren-
sics and Security Special Issue on “Biometric 
Spoofing and Countermeasures”, and Co-edi-
tor of the IEEE Signal Processing Magazine 
Special Issue on “Biometric Security and Pri-
vacy”. Finally he is the principal investigator of 
international research projects in the area of 
biometrics.

Margaretha Mazura
Secretary General

EMF 

Margaretha Mazura has more than 20 years 
of working experience in industry and holds 
the position of Secretary General of EMF – 
the Forum of e-Excellence (www.emfs. eu), 
since 2007 . EMF is a not-for-profit organisa-
tion that since its foundation in 1994 brings 
together content and technology SMEs. 
Margaretha is an external expert for the EC’s 
research and innovation programmes and ad-
vises companies on business models, interna-
tionalisation and funding opportunities. She 
holds a doctorate of the University of Vienna 
and a diploma of the College of Europe. She is 
a free-lance writer (in three languages) for Eu-
ropean, US and Latin American journals. EMF 
is a partner in the LT_Observatory project that 
co-organises this conference.

Luc Meertens
CEO

CrossLang 

Luc Meertens holds a master’s degree in Lin-
guistics and a post-graduate degree in Eco-
nomics & Tax Studies (University of Leuven 
and Brussels). Luc began his career in Finance 
before becoming general manager of 2 orga-
nizations in the Video Industry, a position he 
held for 12 years. He joined CrossLang early 
2011 as C.E.O. This Ghent-based company is a 
privately owned consulting and systems inte-
gration company, dedicated to translation au-
tomation technology with a special focus on 
machine translation. Luc is passionate about 
language and the impact current technology 
reflects within the corporate world. Together 
with a highly motivated team, he is determined 

to consolidate and enhance CrossLang’s posi-
tion as a major player in the field of Language 
Technology.

David Mekkaoui
Director
EurActiv

David MEKKAOUI is Director of Media In-
novation at EurActiv. In this role, David has 
developed data journalism and translated 
syndication projects. Before initiating media 
innovation projects, David developed the Eu-
rActiv JobSite into the leading EU affairs job 
board. Previously, he spent seven years at The 
Wall Street Journal Europe, where he managed 
pan-European subscription marketing and 
sales. David started his career in the tourism 
industry and has contributed to the develop-
ment of two travel websites, including Expedia. 
A Belgian citizen, David is native French-spea-
ker and fluent in English and Spanish.

 

Gareth Morlais 
Welsh language tech/digital media specialist
Welsh Government - Llywodraeth Cymru

As Welsh language technology specialist at 
the Welsh Government in Cardiff, Gareth 
develops policy, funds innovation & develop-
ment and tries to persuade big companies to 
do more for smaller languages like Welsh.

Ariane Nabeth-Halber
Strategic Line Director - Speech solutions

Vecsys

Dr. Ariane Nabeth-Halber is a speech techno-
logy expert and Vecsys strategic line director 
for Speech solutions. After an Engineering de-
gree in Computer Science in 1995, with major 
in signal processing, Ariane Nabeth-Halber 
received her PhD in Computer Science and 
Signal Processing from Telecom ParisTech in 
1999, with honors (mention très honorable 
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et felicitations du jury). She’s been collabo-
rating with labs like ATR in Japan and Thales 
central research laboratory in France, and then 
moved to the Speech industry, working at- / 
with- companies like Nuance communications, 
Orange Business Services or CISCO systems 
as well as innovative European SMEs. She 
is currently strategic line director at Vecsys 
(Bertin IT), with a special focus on product 
roadmap, business applications and strategic 
partnerships.

Ambra Neri
Program Manager

SDL

Ambra Neri is Program Manager at SDL. In this 
role, she consults global clients on solutions for 
their localization needs, which she translates 
into solutions with a team of localization Pro-
ject Managers and technical analysts. Besides 
10 years of experience in the localization bu-
siness, Ambra has a keen interest in language 
learning. She holds a PhD in speech technolo-
gies from Radboud University Nijmegen. Am-
bra also worked as a lecturer at the University 
of Trieste and has published several publica-
tions on automatic speech recognition for pro-
nunciation training and language learning.

Tony O’Dowd
Founder and Chief Architect

KantanMT

Tony O’Dowd is the Founder and Chief Archi-
tect of KantanMT.com, a cloud-based Custom 
Machine Translation (CMT) solutions provider. 
He is a serial entrepreneur and localization 
veteran with more than 25 years’ experience 
working in the language industry. Tony has 
previously held senior positions at Lotus Deve-
lopment Corporation, Symantec Corporation, 
Corel Corporation Ltd., and Alchemy Software 
Development, which he founded in 2000. 
Tony holds a BSc. in Computer Science from 
Trinity College Dublin, and a Fellowship from 
the Localization Research Institute at the Uni-
versity of Limerick. He is currently a member 
of the governance board of the ADAPT Re-
search Centre at Dublin City University.

Claudio Palmolungo
Executive Vice President Europe

Expert System

Claudio has joined Expert System Group 
(listed company leader in text mining and se-
mantic technology) in April 2016 from Store 
Electronic Systems where he led the com-
pany’s expansion worldwide, creating direct 
and indirect sales channels, subsidiaries and 
contributing to the company’s overall growth 
since 2006. He was appointed Senior Vice 
President, Head of International Activities in 
2013. He started his career at Magneti Marelli 
France in 1996, he joined Accenture in 1998 
where he managed pan-European projects 
in sales, sourcing and supply chain areas in a 
variety of sectors including automotive, retail, 
high tech and banking until 2006.

 

 David Pérez Fernández
Advisor of the Secretary of State

Spanish State Secretariat for  
Telecommunications and Information Society

Since 2013, David is Advisor at the Cabinet 
of the Secretary of State for Telecommunica-
tions and Information Society where his areas 
of expertise include: Smartcities, Smartgrid 
cybersecurity R+D Bigdata, Cloud computing. 
Before, he worked 10 years at the Tributary 
Studies and Statistics Service, Spanish Natio-
nal Tax Agency (AEAT) as Head of Area, with 
specialisation in Design and operation of the 
AEAT Datawarehouse for Data mining and Sta-
tistical information dissemination; Open sof-
tware development for OLAP datawarehouse 
visualization and reporting, JEE development; 
Tributary Studies and Statistics Service; Tribu-
tary IT Department. Before he was,amongst 
others, IT Project Manager at the Madrid stock 
exchange, and Project Manager at Ocxon Digi-
tal. David holds a PhD in Differential Geome-
try, Mathematics (2009 – 2012) and a Master 
in Applied Mathematics, both from the Univer-
sidad Autónoma de Madrid. 

Vassilios Peristeras
Programme Manager

European Commission DG DIGIT  
(Directorate General for Informatics)

Vassilios Peristeras works as Programme Mana-
ger in the ISA Unit. He teaches at universities, 
and is elected Assistant Professor at the Inter-
national Hellenic University in Thessaloniki, 
Greece. He has worked as eGovernment re-
searcher and consultant in international, public 
and private organizations in several countries 
and published over 100 papers. His interests 
include eGovernment, semantic technologies, 
open, linked data, and interoperability.

Peter Pharow
Head of Human-Centered  
Media Technologies HMT

Fraunhofer-Institut  
für Digitale Medientechnologie

Peter Pharow holds a diploma degree in cy-
bernetics from Dresden University of Tech-
nology, Germany. He worked at the university 
hospitals in Magdeburg and Regensburg. After 
about two years with the Fraunhofer Institute 
for Integrated Circuits IIS in Erlangen, Ger-
many, he joined the Fraunhofer-Institute for 
Digital Media Tech-nology IDMT in Ilmenau, 
Germany. In 2010, Peter became head of the 
“Data Representation and Interfaces” research 
group. In 2014, he was appointed the head of 
the IDMT research department on “Human 
Centered Media Technologies (HMT). Due to 
his active involvement in EU projects, stan-
dardization activities, as well as conferences, 
Peter Pharow has an extensive experience 
in scientific topics such as the “Internet of 
Things” and the “Internet of Services”. Peter’s 
research focus is on data representation, in-
terfacing, learning systems, and knowledge 
management but also on usability evaluation, 
health telematics, personal portable devices, 
security, privacy, and safety. Peter has been 
appointed as lecturer at the Ilmenau Technical 
University, and acted as working group chair 
and co-chair, resp. at the national German le-
vel (GMDS, BVMI), and European level (EFMI).

... /...
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Christoph Prinz
CEO

SAIL LABS

Christoph Prinz is a co-founder of SAIL LABS 
Technology AG and currently holds a posi-
tion of Chief Executive Officer. He pursued 
his Master of Science degree in Business and 
Computer Science at the University of Vien-
na, Austria, and was an exchange student in 
International Politics and Business at Miami 
University, United States of America. During 
his studies he worked and was responsible for 
projects at SiS, Hewlett-Packard and Digital 
Equipment. In 1992, after completing military 
service, Christoph joined IBM as a Developer 
Application Program Manager, where he was 
in charge of several leading industry projects; 
furthermore, he worked as a visiting scien-
tist at the IBM Thomas J. Watson Research 
Center, New York, United States of America. 
In 1999 he joined SAIL LABS to set up the 
Speech Technology Division in Vienna, Austria.

Chris Pyne
Senior Manager Partner Development

SAP SE

Chris studied French and German literature in 
the UK before going on to teach there. After 
moving permanently to Germany in 1985, he 
worked as a translator for a technical publi-
shing house, becoming its general manager in 
1991. In 1992, his interest in machine trans-
lation and translation automation took him to 
the Siemens corporation in Munich where he 
worked on the METAL machine translation 
project for several years. He finally left the 
project to join a translation company (S&D) 
which was eventually sold to the Lionbridge 
corporation. Chris stayed with Lionbridge to 
become their managing director in Germany, 
before moving to SAP AG (now SAP SE) to 
set up a global translation suppliers network 
– the SAP translation ecosystem. Since then 
he has driven the establishment of the eco-
system in over 45 countries including China, 
Russia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan and, most re-
cently, Malaysia.

Dominik Radziszowski
CTO

XTRF Management Systems Ltd.

Dominik Radziszowski is a Ph.D. in technical 
science and an IT expert specialising in dis-
tributed systems. CTO at XTRF Translation 
Management System, follower of agile metho-
dologies and tools for effective management 
of IT projects. He provides leadership and ma-
nagement to the IT department in its mission 
to deliver systems and services that meet the 
demanding business needs of customers and 
users of XTRF Language Business Platform. 
Dominik is an author of many publications and 
holder of many industry certificates (including 
SCJP, SCJD, and SCEA) and former assistant 
professor at the AGH University of Science 
and Technology, Poland.

Gema Ramírez-Sánchez
CEO

Prompsit Language Engineering

Gema Ramírez holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Translation and Interpreting and a Master’s 
degree in Computer Applications from the 
University of Alicante where she started her 
professional career as a computational lin-
guist. She is the CEO of Prompsit, a language 
technology provider with a strong focus on 
tailored MT services and multilingual applica-
tions of natural language technologies. She’s 
currently the product manager of AltLang, the 
language variety converter that will help you 
to take better care of local audiences. You will 
find her frequently running workshops or lin-
guistic olympiads everywhere, thanks to the 
European project Abu-MaTran. She is co-au-
thor of various research papers, an active 
developer the Apertium MT platform and the 
vice president of ARTES Cultura y Ocio, an as-
sociation for inclusive leisure for disabled and 
non-disabled people.

The GFII is a leading association in the Information Industry. The variety 
of its membership – publishers, technology providers, research insti-
tutes, business intelligence agencies, information brokers…- makes it a 
unique place for experience-sharing and action. The GFII is the place to 
meet to keep track of emerging trends, latest technological innovations, 
or the evolution of the legal landscape.

 & NETWORKING
MEDIA PARTNER
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Steve Renals
Professor 

University of Edinburgh 
School of Informatics

Steve Renals is Professor of Speech Technolo-
gy at the University of Edinburgh, having pre-
viously held positions at Sheffield, Cambridge, 
and ICSI Berkeley. He has over 200 publica-
tions in speech and language processing, and 
has led several large projects in the field, inclu-
ding the UK EPSRC Programme Grant Natural 
Speech Technology and the FP7 roadmapping 
project ROCKIT. He is a senior area editor of 
the IEEE/ACM Transactions on Audio, Speech, 
and Language Processing and a member of the 
ISCA Advisory Council. He is a fellow of the 
IEEE, and a member of ISCA and of the ACM.

Ruben Riestra
Director Innovation Management Unit 

Inmark Europa

Coordinator of the MLI Multilingual Infrastruc-
ture Support Action, funded by EU under FP7. 
Market researcher specialised in identifying 
and developing commercial opportunities for 
research results. Wide experience in the for-
mulation of Research and Innovation initia-
tives and the management of multicultural and 
interdisciplinary collaborative projects.

Kimmo Rossi
Head of Research and Innovation Sector 

European Commission - DG Connect 

For the past 16 years, I have been working 
with European research and innovation pro-
grams and projects. I have been dealing with 
socio-economic challenges such as competi-
tiveness, inclusion, multilingualism and access 
to information. The science and technology 
areas I have dealt with include language tech-
nologies and semantic technologies, cognitive 
systems, statistical data processing and mo-
deling, interfaces and interaction. Our future 

challenges in the «Data Value Chain» unit in-
clude: creating a functioning market and re-
use infrastructure for Big Data, Open Data, 
Linked Data, and harnessing and integrating 
language technologies, analytics and visuali-
sation technologies to create the best value 
from data. Another challenge is to create a 
single European (and, why not, global) online 
market and information space without lan-
guage barriers, by supporting a balanced com-
bination of skilled linguists, smart automation 
and new business models.

Paul Rübig
Member

European Parliament

Paul Rübig is Austrian and Member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament for the Austrian People’s 
Party since 1996. He was re-elected in 1999, 
2004, 2009 and 2014. Currently member 
of the Committee on Budgets and the Com-
mittee for Industry, Research and Energy, 
Paul Rübig created in 2012 «SME Europe», 
the strong voice of SMEs within the European 
People’s Party (EPP). Currently, he holds the 
chair of STOA, Science and Technology Op-
tions Assessment of the European Parliament.

Evert Rutgers
Technology Enabled Research Director

TNS Sofres

After more than 20 ans in market research, 
Evert has worked on online matters for 10+ 
years. Before joining TNS Sofres, Evert deve-
loped and managed online panels for TNS Eu-
rope and Lightspeed Research. Evert recently 
worked on several projects and innovative 
proposals in Technology Enabled Research. He 
is part of Syntec Etudes’ steering committee 
for new data collection methods.

Peter Schmitz
Head of Unit Postproduction Reception Vali-

dation and Cellar Management 
Publications Office of the European Union 

(EUROVOC)

Peter Schmitz studied Computer Science at 
the University of Bonn and Business adminis-
tration at the University of Applied Sciences in 
Mainz. He joined the EU’s Publications Office 
in 1994.

Tanja Schultz
Full Professor

Universität Bremen

Tanja Schultz received her doctoral and diploma 
degree in Informatics from University of Karlsru-
he, Germany in 2000 and 1995 respectively and 
successfully passed the German state examina-
tion for teachers of Mathematics, Sports, and 
Educational Science from Heidelberg University, 
in 1990. She joined Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 2000 and holds 
a position as adjunct Research Professor at the 
Language Technologies Institute. From 2007 to 
2015 she was a Full Professor at the Depart-
ment of Informatics of the Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology (KIT) in Germany before she ac-
cepted an offer from the University of Bremen 
in April 2015. Since 2007, Tanja Schultz directs 
the Cognitive Systems Lab, where her research 
activities focus on human-machine communica-
tion with a particular emphasis on multilingual 
speech processing and human-machine inter-
faces. Together with her team, she investigates 
the processing, recognition and interpretation of 
biosignals, i.e. human signals such as speech, mo-
tion, muscle and brain activities to enable human 
interaction with machines in an intuitive and effi-
cient way. Tanja Schultz received several awards 
for her work, amongst them the Plux Wireless 
award (2011) for the development of Airwriting, 
the Alcatel-Lucent Research Award for Technical 
Communication (2012), the Google Research 
Award and the Otto-Haxel Award (2013), as well 
as several best paper awards. She is the author of 
more than 300 articles published in books, jour-
nals, and proceedings. Tanja Schultz serves as a 
member for numerous conference committees, 
as Associate Editor of IEEE Transactions (2002-
2004), as an Associate Editor for ACM TAL-
LIP (since 2013), as editorial board member of 
Speech Communication (since 2001), and served 
as elected president of the International Speech 
Communication Association ISCA until 2015.
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Matt Simpson
Head of Technology & Strategic Product 

Management 
Ericsson

Matt Simpson is the Head of Technology & 
Strategic Product Management for Access Ser-
vices, Ericsson Broadcast and Media Services; 
he is responsible for the technology systems 
and Research & Development projects used 
to provide Live and Pre-recorded Captioning 
/ Subtitling, Audio Description and Sign Lan-
guage Interpretation services to broadcasters 
in Europe, Australia and North America. Over 
the last few years he has been engaged in 
various Speech Technology research projects 
- both collaborative (such as EU-Bridge) and 
directly with academic partners; these projects 
have focussed on speaker-independent Auto-
matic Speech Recognition technologies.
Prior to working at Ericsson he spent 13 years 
at Sky TV in the UK, working in live news and 
sports production - largely on the creation of 
systems for the manipulation and presentation 
of data on screen - notably for News, Weather, 
Sports, Elections and various Virtual Reality 
projects.

Peter Spyns
Senior Researcher

Flemish Department of Economy 
Science and Innovation

Peter Spyns has obtained a MA in Romance 
Philology, a MSc in Computer Science and 
PhD in Informatics (1996) at the K.U. Leuven 
on the topic of medical language processing 
for Dutch. He has worked from 1989 succes-
sively as a junior researcher at the University 
Hospital of Leuven and the University Hospital 
of Ghent, both times at the Division of Me-
dical Informatics. In 1996, he joined Lernout 
& Hauspie Speech Products and worked for 
the Speech Dialogue Team. Later on (2002), 
Peter became a senior researcher at the De-
partment of Computer Science (STAR Lab) at 
the Vrije Universiteit Brussel where he worked 
on projects in the area of the Semantic Web, 
knowledge engineering, and ontology learning 
and evaluation. Since 2006, he works for the 
Flemish department of Economy, Science and 
Innovation, with human language technology 
and digital humanities in his portfolio, next 
to his current main task of coordinator of in-
ternational policy. From 2006 till 2013, Peter 
was seconded to the Dutch Language Union 

as a programme coordinator for the joint Fle-
mish-Dutch R&D programme on human lan-
guage technology for Dutch called STEVIN. 
He is a regular author of scientific publications.

Marco Trombetti
CEO

Translated

Marco Trombetti is a serial entrepreneur and 
angel investor in innovation. In 1999 he foun-
ded Translated and currently serves as CEO. 
Translated is one of the first internet based 
translation services with over 50.0000 cus-
tomers and has created language technolo-
gies, such as MyMemory and Matecat, that 
are used by millions of users every month. In 
the past, he created a social network whose ad 
traffic was acquired by Doubleclick (now Goo-
gle) and Memopal, a cloud storage technology 
used by two million users worldwide. Marco 
recently founded Pi Campus, a startup district 
in Rome for early stage European technology 
ventures with 13 portfolio investments.

Vincent Vandeghinste
Language Technology Project Manager 

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
Centre for Computational

Vincent Vandeghinste is a post-doc researcher 
at the Centre for Computational Linguistics of 
the University of Leuven, where he has been 
working on language technology and machine 
translation since 2000 and is co-teaching the 
courses on Natural Language Processing and 
on Computational Linguistics. Before 2000, 
he was working as a Lingware Consultant at 
Lernout & Hauspie Speech Products. He has 
been a reviewer for several MT projects of the 
7th Framework Programme of the European 
Commission, and for journals like the Journal 
of Artificial Intelligence Research (JAIR) and 
Literary and Linguistic Computing (LLC). He 
is currently the project leader of the SCATE 
project, which is funded by the Flemish IWT 
(Institute for Scientific and Technological In-
novation). 

Joachim Van den Bogaert
Technical Director  

CrossLang

Part-time researcher and Ph. D. student in the 
field of Natural Language Processing (NLP) 
and Machine Translation(MT). Part-time MT 
consultant. As a researcher, I am working on 
the development of a Tree-based hybrid ma-
chine translation system, and on scaling up 
the required processing software with dis-
tributed computing. As a consultant, I spe-
cialize in upscaling and harnessing academic 
MT research into production software with 
open source solutions. Currently my focus is 
on cloud computing, Moses and Drupal in-
tegration. Specialties: Machine Translation, 
Java, Amazon AWS, Drupal, C++, C#, MSSQL, 
SharePoint, Object Oriented development, 
In-depth knowledge of localization standards.  

Bram Vandewalle
Machine Learning & Data Science Consultant  

CrossLang

Bram Vandewalle is an engineer in computer 
science. He focuses on fully understanding in-
novative technologies, estimating their impact 
and use them to the benefit of businesses. 
Born in 1989, he can be considered a member 
of the first digital native generations. Digital 
and foremost mobile is his nature and you 
can always poke him for a quick brainstorm 
or discussion about any of the latest trends. 
As an entrepreneur, he started working in his 
student years as independent app developer 
and grew that business into a flourishing mo-
bile app development house. He learned the 
benefits of a lean and agile approach to pro-
blems. Important values for him are: a positive 
attitude, creating value, work hard/play hard.
 Specialties: machine learning, project mana-
gement, entrepreneurship, mobile technology. 
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Andrejs Vasiļjevs
Director 

Tilde

Andrejs Vasiļjevs is co-founder and chairman of 
the board at Tilde, a leading European language 
technology company. He is a board member of 
the Latvia State Language Commission, Euro-
pean Language Resource Association (ELRA), 
and LT-Innovate. He takes an active role in 
European R&D collaboration coordinating se-
veral large international projects on language 
technologies and language resource infrastruc-
ture. Andrejs has received a Ph.D. in Computer 
Sciences from the University of Latvia and has 
authored more than 50 research papers.

Philippe Wacker
Secretary General

LT-Innovate

Multilingual and cross-cultural project mana-
ger with a strategic outlook and broad inter-
national experience. Manager of leading inter-
national ICT and high technology networks. 
Networking specialist with a broad range of 
contacts (corporate, research, professions, 
politics, public administration, investors, me-
dia, art, etc.). Key skills: international project 
management, strategic project planning and 
development, international project finance, 
international business expansion. 

Matthias Weichhart
Technical Expert ICT 

Austrian Research Promotion Agency - FFG  

Matthias Weichhart works as a technical ex-
pert at the the Austrian Research Promotion 
Agency where he evaluates R&D projects. His 
main area of expertise lies in the field of in-
formation and communication technology, in 
particular software solutions, internet tech-
nologies, e-business and databases. Prior to 
his current employment he was working as 
project manager for national and international 
software projects and as software developer in 
various fields of application. 
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Bartholomäus Wloka
Research and Teaching Assistant 

University of Vienna 
Centre for Translation Studies 

Bartholomäus Wloka MSc. BSc. is a research 
and teaching assistant at the Centre for Trans-
lation Studies, University of Vienna. He has 
completed his Bachelor of Science Degree at 
the University of South Alabama, Mobile, USA, 
his Master of Science Degree at the Univer-
sity of Freiburg, Germany, majoring in Compu-
ter Science and minoring in Japanese, and he 
currently works on his Doctoral Dissertation 
at the Centre for Translation Studies entit-
led: «Automated Creation of Domain Specific 
Parallel Corpora for Machine Translation and 
Text Mining». His research interests include 
machine translation, computational linguistics, 
natural language processing, computer-as-
sisted language learning, information retrieval, 
machine learning and digital humanities. He is 
currently invovled in the Language Technolo-
gy Observatory project, and is coordinating a 
project cluster of the «special research area - 
German in Austria» at the University of Vienna. 

Andrzej Zydroń
CTO

XTM International 

CTO @ XTM International, Andrzej Zydroń is 
one of the leading IT experts on Localization 
and related Open Standards. Zydroń sits/has 
sat, on the following Open Standard Techni-
cal Committees: 1. LISA OSCAR GMX 2. LISA 
OSCAR xml:tm 3. LISA OSCAR TBX 4. W3C 
ITS 5. OASIS XLIFF 6. OASIS Translation Web 
Services 7. OASIS DITA Translation 8. OASIS 
OAXAL 9. ETSI LIS. Zydroń has been res-
ponsible for the architecture of the essential 
word and character count GMX-V (Global In-
formation Management Metrics eXchange) 
standard, as well as the revolutionary xml:tm 
standard which will change the way in which 
we view and use translation memory. Zydroń 
is also head of the OASIS OAXAL (Open Ar-
chitecture for XML Authoring and Localization 
technical committee). Zydroń has worked in IT 
since 1976 and has been responsible for ma-
jor successful projects at Xerox, SDL, Oxford 
University Press and Ford of Europe, DocZone 
and Lingo24.

Language Technology makes the 
world intelligent, multilingual  

and interactive.

The LTI Cloud makes  
language technology accessible, 
simple and easy to implement.  

It is the one-stop-shop 
platform for making available,  

discovering, assembling,
testing and prototyping language 

technology components.

The LTI Cloud is operated by  
LT-Innovate, the Association of  

the Language Technology Industry.  
It is a service by the industry  

for the industry.

REGISTER today to ensure your 
language technology components 
and solutions are available on the 

LTI Cloud!

https://lticloud.eu/register

LTI | natural language processing
LTI | human-machine dialogue

LTI | search
LTI | text mining
LTI | translation

LTI | voice
LTI | knowledge management

LTI| natural language generation
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