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In our third year, we remain unique in Europe as an 
event unifying language-technology solution provi-
ders, developers, and researchers for discussion of 
commercial-market applications and opportunities. 

Our industry has never shown greater promise.  
At LT-Accelerate, we focus on text, speech, and 
social analytics, applied to meet diverse business 
challenges. Within this language-technology subset, 
technical advances have lowered entry barriers and 
facilitated innovation for startups, consultancies, 
and user organizations alike. 

Advances rely on new development and collabo-
ration tools and the rise of microservices and the 
cloud. And they center on machine learning, which, 
often linked to established technologies, helps pro-
viders implement ever more trainable and powerful 
natural language processing capabilities.

The ensemble of technologies is available in both 
commercial and open-source packages – a num-
ber of each are show-cased at this year’s confe-
rence – for download and for easy access via cheap, 
on-demand, cloud computing resources. As impor-
tant, NLP is now widely embedded in a range of 
applications. Customer experience management,  
market research, conversational interface, investing, 
risk management and compliance, and many, many 
more fields now depend on text, speech, and so-
cial analytics. I will call out certain applications for  

special note: sentiment and emotion analytics, ap-
plying NLP to further our understanding of human 
needs, and conversational user interfaces, in the 
process of revolutionizing our machine interactions. 

We have sought to include each applied-LT facet in 
this year’s conference program.

Our goal at LT-Accelerate is to facilitate learning 
and networking. Whatever your personal goals, my 
co-organizer, Philippe Wacker of LT-Innovate, and 
I are available to help, with feedback, advice, and 
introductions, during the two conference days and 
after. Via LT-Accelerate and a range of other activi-
ties, we aim to foster community and advance our 
industry. If you have questions or needs, please ask!

We have formed a variety of partnerships to promote 
both LT-Accelerate and the language-technology 
industry. First, our thanks to our 2016 sponsors, 
Socialgist, SDL, and DiscoverText. Our thanks also 
to our media and networking partners, EurActiv, 
7Data, BAQMaR, CognitionX, FutureTDM, GFII, 
Quirk’s, Startup.be, and Unicom. We are especially 
grateful to our speakers – our partner GFII and Su-
sanne Weber of the BBC merit special recognition 
for organizing program segments – and to all of you 
who are attending this year. 

Enjoy the conference!

It is a pleasure to welcome you to LT-Accelerate 2016

W
Seth Grimes
President Alta Plana

elcome to 
LT-ACCELERATE!
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PROGRAMME  21 NOVEMBER 2016 | MONDAY  

09.00
Language Technologies, Futures, and Routes to Market

Speaker: Seth Grimes, Alta Plana Corporation

09.30
FutureTDM: Improving Uptake of Text and Data Mining in the EU

Speaker: Maria Eskevich, Radboud University

10.00
Conversational Data at Scale, at Skype

Speaker: Mike Hyde, Skype

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00
SpaCy and NLP Innovation

Speaker: Matthew Honnibal, Explosion AI

11.30
Turn Email into Data with Deep Learning, Plus Other Industry Tasks with Gensim Topic Modeling

Speaker: Lev Konstantinovskiy, RaRe Consulting

12.00
Between Custom and Off-the-shelf NLP

Speaker: Yves Peirsman, NLP Town

12.30 Walking Lunch & Networking (Asian buffet)

13.30
Panel: Social Data Science

Chair: Seth Grimes, Alta Plana Corporation
Speakers: Pedro Dias Cardoso, Synthesio - Joachim De Beule, Clarabridge - Daniel Fazekas, Bakamo.Social

14.10
Superimposing Emotional and Psychographic Constructs on Digital Media

Speaker: Preriit Souda, TNS

14.30
Brand and Product Insights via Review Text Analytics and Reviewer Profiling

Speaker: Mara Tsoumari, SentiGeek

14.50
Leveraging Social Conversations for Effective AI Training

Speaker: Steve Dodd, Socialgist

15.00 Coffee Break

15.30

Panel: Analytics and Decision Making from Heterogenous Content
Chair: Charles Huot, GFII 

Speakers: Ariane Nabeth-Halber, Vecsys - What Speech Technology Changes to News Intelligence and Customer Intelligence

                Jocelyn Bernard, ReportLinker - Watching Kangaroos to Better Understand Industry Competition

                 François-Régis Chaumartin, Proxem - Multilingual Text Analytics in a Global World: a Showcase in Tourism

16.30
Social Listening & Analytics 3.0

Speaker: Michalis Michael, DigitalMR

17.00 Networking  & Drinks
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PROGRAMME  21 NOVEMBER 2016 | MONDAY  PROGRAMME  22 NOVEMBER 2016 | TUESDAY  

09.00
Welcome

Speaker: Philippe Wacker, LT Innovate

09.10

Panel: Speech and Language Technologies for Media Processing
Chair: Susanne Weber, BBC

Speakers: Peggy van der Kreeft, Deutsche Welle - Matt Simpson, Ericsson - 
Alexandra Birch, University of Edinburgh - Maarten Verwaest, Limecraft

10.10
Fraunhofer Audio Mining: Solution for Broadcast Archiving

Speaker: Joachim Koehler, Fraunhofer

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00
Text & Social Analytics for Research & Insights

Speaker: Jean-François Damais, Ipsos

11.30
How emotions drive customer relationships – a case study about personal banking in the US

Speakers: Lana Novikova, Heartbeat - Odile Jagsch, Kantar TNS

12.00
Capturing Mixed Feelings with Fine Grained Sentiment Analysis

Speaker: Caroline Brun, Xerox Research Centre Europe

12.20
CoderRank: Creating Gold Standards
Speaker: Stuart Shulman, DiscoverText

12.30 Walking Lunch & Networking (Autumn buffet)

13.30
Data Conversation, Reinventing the Analysis Interface

Speaker: Christophe Bourguignat, Zelros

13.50
Conversational Interaction for Business

Speaker: José Quesada, Letka AI

14.20
Healthcare IT and NLG: Great synergies ahead?
Speaker: Dirk Hueske-Kraus, Philips Healthcare

14.50
Transforming the Translation Environment – a Paradigm Shift in Productivity

Speaker: Matthias Heyn, SDL

15.00 Coffee Break

15.30
Exploiting Market Sentiment to Create Daily Trading Signals

Speaker: Xiang Yu, OptiRisk

16.00
Classification and Estimation of Finance Relevant Topics in Social Media

Speaker: Marcus Hassler, EconoB

16.30
Assessing Consumer Financial Complaints using Text Analytics and Machine Learning

Speaker: Tom Sabo, SAS

16.50
Closure

Speaker: Jochen Hummel, ESTeam (Chairman of LT-Innovate)

17.00 End
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FOCUS ON OUR SPEAKERS

Jocelyn Bernard
PHD Student 
ReportLinker 

Having completed a Master of Artifi-
cial Intelligence in 2015, I joined Re-
portLinker in 2016 to make a thesis 
with LIRIS, a CNRS laboratory. My 
thesis subject is "Manage and analy-
ze large data graphs of named enti-
ties". In this sense I bring my exper-
tise on graph theory in the R&D team 
of ReportLinker. 

Alexandra Birch
Senior Researcher 

University of Edinburgh 
School of Informatics

The focus of my research has been 
in the field of statistical machine 
translation. In this field I have had a 
particular interest in modelling and 
measuring word order difference, 
in spoken language translation, and 
in applying neural networks to the 
translation problem. More generally I 
am interested in how computational 
linguistics and machine learning can 
be combined to provide compelling 
NLP applications. Most of my work is 
done in conjunction with the STAT-
MT group and the CSTR group. I am 
also working with a PhD Student Ma-
ria Nadejde on semantically informed 
machine translation.

Christophe Bourguignat
Co-Founder & CEO 

Zelros

Christophe learned Data Science 
on Kaggle, ranked as one of the top 
French Data Scientist. After 10+years 
of experience in a high tech startup, 
and 2 years at AXA Data Innovation 
Lab, he co-founded Zelros, a com-
pany specialized in machine learning 
and artificial intelligence. Christophe 
is a regular speaker in international 
conferences (AI with the best, Open 
Data Science Conference, PyData, ...) 
and he founded FrenchData, an in-
fluential think-tank promoting data 
in France. He also likes blogging.

Caroline Brun
Senior Research Scientist 

Xerox Research Centre Europe 

Caroline Brun is in charge of R&D 
projects in the area of natural lan-
guage processing (NLP). She holds a 
PhD in computational linguistics. She 
has been working on parsing tech-
niques, named entity recognition, 
word sense disambiguation. Now, 
her main research interests include 
sentiment analysis, in particular as-
pect-based sentiment analysis, emo-
tion detection and personal language 
analytics. She has published many 
articles in international journals and 

conferences. She also holds several 
patents in the field and is a regular 
member of reviewing committees of 
international conferences.

François-Régis Chaumartin
CEO

Proxem

Dr. François-Régis Chaumartin is a 
French engineer with a PhD in Na-
tural Language Processing and over 
20 years of professional experience 
in developing technology compa-
nies. Passionate about language and 
artificial intelligence, he has created 
Proxem in 2007 and still manages 
both business and research aspects. 

Jean-François Damais
Deputy Managing Director 

Ipsos

Jean-François Damais is a global 
director and Text Analytics lead for 
Ipsos Loyalty. He has contributed to 
the development and global roll-out 
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FOCUS ON OUR SPEAKERS of several innovative client solutions 
in the CX area and heads up an in-
ternational team specialised in the 
modelling of both structured and 
unstructured data.  He has authored 
several thought leadership papers 
and regularly speaks on CX related 
topics. Jean-François is a French Na-
tional currently living in the UK.

Joachim De Beule
Data scientist
Clarabridge

Data scientist at Clarabridge (for-
merly Engagor), PhD in Artificial In-
telligence, founding member of the 
international society of code biology, 
clojure enthousiast, social media ad-
dict and proud father.

Pedro Dias Cardoso
Director of Data Science

Synthesio

Pedro Miguel Dias Cardoso is the  Di-
rector of Data Science at Synthesio, a 
leader on social media listening plat-
forms. He got an engineering degree 
in Electronics and Control Systems, 
and a Master in Speech processing. 
His career path started in Portugal, 
as a research engineer, followed by 4 
years in Japan and 8 years in France. 
For the majority of time, he worked 
on speech processing, mostly on 
the machine learning side of it, be it 
acoustic modeling or language mo-
deling. For the last 4 years Pedro Car-
doso has been working on Natural 

Language Processing and Machine 
Learning at Synthesio.

Steve Dodd
SVP Business Development - Social 

Media Content
Socialgist

I am a proven enterprise software/
services sales professional with a 
solid record of achievement. My pas-
sion is the continuously learning and 
exploring of ideas that improve com-
munications, social media ROI, priva-
cy & security to ultimately increase 
client value. Work: Social Media Tech 
Strategy & Consulting (e.g., Financial 
Services, Telecommunications, Retail 
and Government), my productivity 
has been consistently high in a va-
riety of categories. Social Media Ana-
lytics / Measurement / Engagement 
- Business Continuity - CRM - Web 
Security - EAI - Database Marketing 
- Content Globalization.

Maria Eskevich
Post-doctoral Researcher

Radboud University

Maria Eskevich is a postdoctoral re-
searcher at the Centre for Language 
and Speech Technologies, Faculty of 
Arts of Radboud University in Nijme-
gen, The Netherlands. She received 
her Ph.D. in 2014 in the field of Com-
puter Science from the Dublin City 
University, Ireland. Her research in-
terests span from multimedia retrie-
val, evaluation of multimedia search, 

use of crowdsourcing technologies 
and social media, to text and data 
mining (TDM), and  open access po-
licies. Within the FutureTDM project, 
Maria is leading the work package 
that is dedicated to the analysis of 
TDM fields of application, collection 
of the best practices and resources. 
Together with the other project 
partners, she disseminates this in-
formation to broad audience of TDM 
practitioners both in academia and 
industry, citizens and policy makers, 
enabling better mutual understan-
ding and successful cooperation.

Daniel Fazekas
CEO

Bakamo.Social

Daniel is MD and co-founder of Ba-
kamo.Social. He has been working in 
converging fields of Internet techno-
logy and consumer insight for over 15 
years. A specialist in technology en-
abled research, Daniel worked with 
start-ups, such as Netlog, IndexTools 
(later Yahoo! Web Analytics). Prior 
Bakamo.Social, he worked on the on-
line video focus group platform Kwa-
liTools from concept to exit.
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Seth Grimes
President

Alta Plana

Seth Grimes is the leading industry 
analyst covering natural language 
processing (NLP), text analytics, and 
sentiment analysis technologies and 
their business applications.
He founded Washington DC based 
Alta Plana Corporation, an informa-
tion technology strategy consultan-
cy, in 1997. He created and organizes 
the Sentiment Analysis Sympo-
sium and LT-Accelerate conferences 
and was founding chair of the Text 
Analytics Summit (2005-13). Seth 
consults, writes, and speaks on bu-
siness intelligence, data management 
and analysis systems, text mining, vi-
sualization, and related topics.

Marcus Hassler
CTO

EconoB

Marcus Hassler is the founder and CTO 
of econob (www.econob.com), a start-
up company located in Austria. He fi-
nished his PhD in Applied Computer 
Science at the Alpen-Adria University 
in Klagenfurt 2009 with focus on na-
tural language processing and mathe-
matics. Currently he is responsible for 
project and product development of 
cloud-based Big Data applications that 
process large amounts of natural lan-
guage texts. His competence covers 
customized linguistic services, mul-
ti-language processing, text semantics, 
textual quantification, mood detection 
and high-level sentiment analysis.

Matthias Heyn
Vice President Global Solutions

SDL

As an expert in customer experience 
management, global information 
processes and translation production 
optimization as well as regulated pro-
cesses, Matthias Heyn consults many 
large scale organizations for SDL. 
He started his career as a software 
engineer with TRADOS Germany, 
transitioned into business develop-
ment, founding TRADOS operations 
in Benelux and Japan. He worked in 
product management and today is 
responsible for SDL global solution 
design for key accounts in the public 
sector and pharmaceutical industry.

Matthew Honnibal
Founder

Explosion AI

Matthew is a leading expert in AI 
technology, known for his research, 
software and writings. He completed 
his PhD in 2009, and spent a further 
5 years publishing research on state-
of-the-art natural language unders-
tanding systems. Anticipating the AI 
boom, he left academia in 2014 to 
develop spaCy, an open-source libra-
ry for industrial-strength NLP.

Dirk Hueske-Kraus
Clinical Director

Philips Healthcare

Worked for two years as nursing as-
sistant before studying Medical In-
formatics at the University of Heidel-
berg. Worked in and eventually lead 
a working group "Knowledge based 
Systems in Medicine" in the Center 
for Technology Transfer  Bad Oeyn-
hausen. Built up a medical Informa-
tics department in the Heart and 
Diabetes Center Northrhine-West-
phalia, became head of hospital IT. 
Ph.D. thesis on multilingual  text ge-
neration for clinical documents. Pro-
duct manager Cardiology IT  with Sie-
mens AX, Forchheim, then Product 
Line Manager CVIS with Siemens 
SYNGO, Erlangen. Currently Clinical 
Director Clinical Services Philips Me-
dical Systems, Böblingen.

Jochen Hummel
CEO

ESTeam AB

Jochen Hummel has a software deve-
lopment background and had grown 
his first company, TRADOS, to the 
world leader in translation memory 
and terminology software. In 2006 he 
founded Metaversum, the inventor of 
Twinity, the online virtual world based 
on real cities and was its CEO until 
2010. He is a well-known, internatio-
nally experienced software executive 
and serial entrepreneur. He serves on 
boards and is mentoring several star-
tups in Berlin. Currently, he is CEO 
of ESTeam AB. ESTeam provides the 
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Socialgist helps social listening, market research, and business analytics companies access the world’s online public com-
ments & metrics. We specialize in the ingestion, management, and distribution of public comments allowing you to focus on 
the analysis. Contact us to see if we have the right data for your needs!

Texifter supports advanced search, filtering, de-duplication, 
clustering, human coding, measurement, and custom ma-
chine-learning text classifiers. DiscoverText is considered a 
“Top 5” integrated strategic partner by SurveyMonkey. Sifter 
is the first online service to provide self-serve volume and 
cost estimates from the complete undeleted history of Twit-
ter using Gnip’s PowerTrack 2.0.

SDL is the leader in global content management and 
language solutions. For over 20 years, SDL helps 
to build relevant digital experiences that deliver  
transformative business results. 79 of the top 100 brands 
trust SDL to manage content across multiple brands, web-
sites, languages and devices. Go global faster with SDL.

means to achieve data interoperabi-
lity through semantic and multilingual 
information infrastructures, storage, 
and search. ESTeam has provided 
software and services for cross-bor-
der interoperability as well decision 
support for the IP sector. He is also 
CEO/Founder of Coreon, the ad-
vanced SaaS solution for multilingual 
knowledge bases. Since 2012, he has 
been Chairman of LT-Innovate.

Charles Huot
President

GFII

Charles has a PhD in Applied Maths 
from the IBM European Center. Af-
ter 10 years at IBM working in the 

area of text mining, he co-founded 
TEMIS. Following the latter's acquisi-
tion by Expert System in September 
2015, he is now in charge of corpo-
rate development. This includes the 
development of innovative projects 
in cooperation with public research 
institutes and university laboratories, 
SMEs and large industrials groups. 
In addition, Charles held several po-
sition in associations, alliances and 
technological clusters. In particular, 
he is chairman of the Groupement 
Français de l'Industrie de l'Informa-
tion (GFII). His main fields of interest 
are semantic research, big data, in-
formation and innovation.

Mike Hyde
Director of Data and Insights

Skype

Global head of data, analytics and 
insight at Skype, managing one of 
the world's very large consumer data 
sets. Building and operating the end-
to-end data capability to leverage 
data as a strategic asset, deliver rich 
insights to every level of the orga-
nisation and create a data-focused 
culture. Senior leader of data teams 
and experienced hands-on problem 
solver, used to applying data to bu-
siness problems, running experimen-
tation at scale and delivering data 
strategy.

THANK YOU TO 
          OUR SPONSORS
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Odile Jagsch
Global Senior Consultant

Kantar TNS

Working as Global Senior Consul-
tant at the global market research 
consultancy Kantar TNS. She joined 
the company in 2011. As an expert 
in Customer Relationship manage-
ment and transactional research she 
provides worldwide consultancy to 
clients and colleagues in the Cus-
tomer Strategies Practice. She holds 
a University degree in Psychology in 
combination with Economics.

Joachim Koehler
Head of Department

Fraunhofer IAIS

Dr. Joachim Köhler (M) received his 
diploma and Dr.-Ing. degree in Com-
munication Engineering from the 
RWTH Aachen and Munich Univer-
sity of Technology in 1992 and 2000, 
respectively. In 1993 he joined the 
Realization Group of ICSI in Berkeley 
where he investigated robust speech 
processing algorithms. From 1994 
until 1999 he worked in the speech 
group of the research and develop-
ment centre of the SIEMENS AG in 
Munich. The topic of his PhD thesis 
is multilingual speech recognition 
and acoustic phone modelling. Since 
June 1999 he is with Fraunhofer IAIS 
in Sankt Augustin and head of the 

department NetMedia. The research 
focus of NetMedia lies in the area of 
multimedia indexing and search me-
thods and applications. His current 
research interests include pattern 
recognition and speech recognition, 
spoken document and multimedia 
retrieval and cloud-based multimedia 
information architectures. He was 
recently technical co-ordinator of the 
European IP-project Linked-TV.

Lev Konstantinovskiy
Natural Language Processing

Rare Technologies

Lev, an expert in natural language 
processing, is a Python and Java 
developer. Lev has extensive expe-
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rience working with financial institu-
tions and is RaRe’s manager of open 
source communities including gen-
sim, an open source machine lear-
ning toolkit for understanding human 
language.

Michalis Michael
CEO

DigitalMR

Michalis is the founder and CEO of 
London headquartered DigitalMR 
Ltd, a next gen market research tech 
company. His particular expertise 
entails social media research and 
data integration. He has worked 
with numerous multinational corpo-
rations including P&G, Nestle, Coca 
Cola, Tesco, Citigroup etc. Michalis 
has experience in multiple sectors 
from FMCG to Healthcare and au-
tomotive. An aerospace engineer by 
background, he received his business 
training through courses at Harvard 
Business School and LBS and has 
been in marketing research consul-
ting since 1991 and has lived and 
worked in numerous countries since, 
including Cyprus, Poland, Hungary, 
Germany, USA and the UK.

Ariane Nabeth-Halber
Strategic Line Director - Speech solutions

Vecsys

Dr. Ariane Nabeth-Halber is a speech 
technology expert and Vecsys strate-
gic line director for Speech solutions. 
She holds an Engineering degree and 

a PhD in Computer Science and Si-
gnal Processing from Telecom Pa-
risTech. She's conducted research 
works at labs like ATR in Japan and 
Thales central research laboratory in 
France, on speech and language pro-
cessing, and moved to the Speech 
industry in 2000, collaborating with 
companies like Nuance communi-
cations, Alcatel or Orange Business 
Services as well as innovative Euro-
pean SMEs. She is currently strategic 
line director at Bertin IT/Vecsys,  with 
a special focus on product roadmap, 
business applications and strategic 
partnerships

Lana Novikova
Founder & CEO

Heartbeat AI Technologies

Lana is a market research innovator 
and tech entrepreneur with a so-
lid research management career on 
the client & supplier side, consulting 
experience, and an award-winning 
portfolio of research inventions. She 
designed, executed and managed 
hundreds of quantitative, qualita-
tive and hybrid studies for dozens of 
clients in Canada and US in a wide 
range of industries. A marketer by 
training and a market researcher by 
trade, she was never satisfied with 
mere numbers and shallow obser-
vations, always pushing to unders-
tand the "deep why" behind people's 
decisions by connecting the dots 
between cognitive sciences, consu-
mer research and marketing. In 2015, 
she founded text analytics startup 
HEARTBEAT AI Technologies that 
is bringing a unique perspective to 
collecting and analyzing affect data. 
HEARTBEAT offers insight tools to 
business leaders who, like Lana, are 
not satisfied with the "status quo”. 
Lana is the first Female Winner of 
the IIeX Startup Competition, Match 
2016, Amsterdam.

Yves Peirsman
NLP Consultant

nlp.town

Yves Peirsman is an NLP Consultant 
at NLP Town. He holds an MSc in 
Speech & Language Processing from 
the University of Edinburgh, a PhD 
in Computational Linguistics from 
the University of Leuven and was a 
post-doctoral researcher in the NLP 
group at Stanford University. After a 
few years as an NLP engineer at Text-
kernel and Wolters Kluwer, he be-
came active as an NLP consultant in 
2014. Since then he has contributed 
to various NLP projects, in fields such 
as machine translation, semantic 
search and text generation.

Jose F Quesada
Co-founder and CTO

LEKTA AI

Co-founder and CTO of Lekta and 
Associate Professor at University of 
Seville. Passionate about language 
and technology. He holds a PhD 
in Computer Science (AI) and B.A. 
in Philosophy. In his academic and 
professional career he has had the 
opportunity to research and imple-
ment many applications related to 
Language Technology. Program chair 
of the International Workshop on 
Future and Emerging Trends in Lan-
guage Technology, Machine Learning 
and Big Data; and expert evaluator of 
different research programs for the 
European Commission. He has more 
than 100 scientific publications in 
journals, conferences and industrial 
events.
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Tom Sabo
Principal Solutions Architect

SAS Federal LLC

Tom Sabo is principal solutions archi-
tect with SAS who, since 2005, has 
been immersed in the field of text 
analytics as it applies to US federal 
government challenges. He presents 
work on diverse topics including mo-
deling applied to government procu-
rement, best practices in social me-
dia, and using analytics to leverage 
and predict research trends. Sabo 
also served on a panel for the Ins-
titute of Medicine’s Standing Com-
mittee on Health Threats Resilience 
to inform DHS/OHA on social media 
strategies. He has a bachelor’s de-
gree in cognitive science and a mas-
ter’s in computer science, both from 
the University of Virginia.

Stuart Shulman
CEO and Founder

recapp IT AG

Dr. Stuart W. Shulman is founder & 
CEO of Texifter.  He was a Research 
Associate Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst and the founding 
Director of the Qualitative Data 
Analysis Program (QDAP) at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and at UMass 
Amherst. Dr. Shulman is Editor Eme-
ritus of the Journal of Information 
Technology & Politics, the official 
journal of Information Technology & 
Politics section of the American Poli-
tical Science Association.

Matt Simpson
Head of Technology & Strategic Product 

Management
Ericsson

Matt Simpson is the Head of Tech-
nology & Strategic Product Mana-
gement for Access Services, Erics-
son Broadcast and Media Services; 
he is responsible for the technology 
systems and Research & Develop-
ment projects used to provide Live 
and Pre-recorded Captioning / Sub-
titling, Audio Description and Sign 
Language Interpretation services 
to broadcasters in Europe, Australia 
and North America. Over the last 
few years he has been engaged in 
various Speech Technology research 
projects - both collaborative (such 
as EU-Bridge) and directly with aca-
demic partners; these projects have 
focussed on speaker-independent 
Automatic Speech Recognition tech-
nologies. Prior to working at Ericsson 
he spent 13 years at Sky TV in the 
UK, working in live news and sports 
production - largely on the creation 
of systems for the manipulation and 
presentation of data on screen - no-
tably for News, Weather, Sports, 
Elections and various Virtual Reality 
projects.

Preriit Souda
Lead Data Scientist

TNS UK

Preriit Souda is a data scientist wor-
king for TNS UK. TNS is a leading glo-
bal marketing research agency within 
WPP. Preriit’s key focus is to help 

organisations answer those difficult 
strategic questions by unravelling ex-
plicit and implicit human expression 
through mining social media data. 
He has provided real-time analysis 
of industrial actions, reaction to TV 
shows, and impact of negative PR. 
His work has helped develop new 
products and track brand reputation 
using social data alongside more tra-
ditional market research approaches 
such as Survey, Google search data, 
CRM and mobile data. Preriit has a 
number of accolades which include 
winning the ARF (Advertising Re-
search Foundation) Rising Star-Gold 
2014, the prestigious ESOMAR 
Young Researcher of the Year (2011), 
and Best Analytics paper at MRSI 
Annual Conference 2012. Preriit re-
gularly speaks on industry platforms 
and publishes work, recent appea-
rances include ESOMAR, IIEX, MRSI, 
ARF, SRA, WARC, NewMR. Articles 
include papers for ESOMAR, CASRO, 
ARF, WARC & KD Nuggets.

Mara Tsoumari
CEO & Co-founder

SentiGeek

PhD (summa cum laude) in pragma-
tics/semantics, NLP, corpus linguis-
tics, translation - Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki, Greece; MA in Trans-
lation - University of Surrey, UK; Uni-
versity degree in English Language 
& Literature - Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki, Greece. Mara is Re-
search Fellow at the Language & Gra-
phic Communication Lab, Depart-
ment of Multimedia & Graphic Arts, 
Cyprus University of Technology. She 
has designed an annotation tool for 
parallel corpora, has been a transla-
tor/editor for many years, and wor-
ked at the Financial Times, London. 
She taught translation courses in pu-
blic & private university institutions. 
She has experience in marketing & 
communication.
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NETWORKING PARTNERSNETWORKING PARTNERS
Data
7

7wData is a blogging platform to foster innovation & 
matchmaker between people and products, and fore-
most is here to trigger your data appetite.
Learn from peers by lively discussions, read carefully 
curated content, explore a detailed business directory, 
identify and connect to thought leaders and influencers 
in Big Data, Business Intelligence, Innovation, Data Vi-
sualization, Internet Of Things, Analytics and Business 
Agility.

Quirk’s is a platform where the best, brightest and  
boldest in marketing research—clients and agencies 
alike—exchange their most effective ideas. Our free ma-
gazine, online articles, directories, Webinars, tools and 
other resources give insights professionals the real-world  
solutions they need to take their research and insights 
capabilities to a new level of excellence. www.quirks.com

The FutureTDM project seeks to improve uptake of text 
and data mining (TDM) in the EU by actively engaging 
with stakeholders such as researchers, developers, publi-
shers and SMEs to develop policy and legal frameworks 
in order to reduce the barriers and to promote the  
awareness of TDM opportunities across Europe.

UNICOM is an international events and training com-
pany specialising in business, IT and Quantitative Finance  
topics, including Sentiment Analysis, AI and Machine 
Learning. It provides conferences, public and in-house 
training and networking events. Delegates are from high 
profile private and public-sector organisations. Speakers 
are selected for their expertise and experience.

CognitionX are a Community and Directory for All Things 
AI. We bring together the world's leading data experts, 
software developers, platform vendors, researchers, 
hardware providers and businesses looking to apply  
data-driven techniques to their organisation.

Startups.be is the one-stop-shop for Belgian tech entre-
preneurs with a global ambition. We help them by provi-
ding easy and qualitative access to investors, customers 
and experts. As a non-profit organisation, it connects 
the dots in the tech ecosystem and it is the voice of the 
startups in Belgium, looking to foster the entrepreneurial 
culture with a neutral and inclusive approach and a natio-
nal and international reach. Since its foundation in 2013, 
Startups.be has quickly grown to represent more than 
1500 Belgian tech startups and over 180 organisations 
that work for entrepreneurs.

BAQMaR wants to make marketing research COOL again: 
well-known, popular and unique. Within our industry, 
but also among end-clients and students. Through events 
we organize ourselves or in close collaboration with our  
official partners and friends & with great people like YOU 
we make this happen in the coming years!

The GFII is a leading association in the Information Indus-
try. The variety of its membership – publishers, techno-
logy providers, research institutes, business intelligence 
agencies, information brokers… - makes it a unique place 
for experience-sharing and action. The GFII is the place to 
meet to keep track of emerging trends, latest technolo-
gical innovations, or the evolution of the legal landscape.
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Peggy van der Kreeft
Language Specialist - Project Manager

Deutsche Welle

Language specialist with broad ex-
perience as a project manager in 
media and broadcast applications, 
documentalist, e-learning coach and 
evaluator at public examinations. 
Specialties: languages, media project 
management, database search and 
retrieval management, user valida-
tion, e-learning.

Maarten Verwaest
CEO and Founder

Limecraft

Maarten has a long-standing track 
record in media. He held key posi-
tions at VRT such as Lead Architect 
and Program Manager, responsible 
for several innovative technologies, 
enabling computer assisted manu-
facturing and automatic indexing of 
media. As CEO and founder of Lime-
craft, Maarten focuses on corporate 
relations, financing and business de-
velopment. Gifted with a sharp ana-
lytic mind and a passionate unders-
tanding of technology, Maarten is 
dedicated to position Limecraft as a 
game changer in the audiovisual me-
dia industry.

Philippe Wacker
Secretary General

LT-Innovate

Multilingual and cross-cultural pro-
ject manager with a strategic outlook 
and broad international experience. 
Manager of leading international 
ICT and high technology networks. 
Networking specialist with a broad 
range of contacts (corporate, re-
search, professions, politics, public 
administration, investors, media, art, 
etc.). Key skills: international project 
management, strategic project plan-
ning and development, international 
project finance, international bu-
siness expansion. Philippe Wacker is 
currently Secretary General of LT-In-
novate, the Association of the Lan-
guage Technology Industry.

Susanne Weber
Language Technology Producer

BBC News Labs

Susanne Weber is the Language 
Technology Producer at BBC News 
Labs, London, U.K. She leads a team 
of developers and editors to design 
an innovative production tool which 
incorporates computer-assisted 
translation and Text-To-Speech voice 
synthesis. Susanne is also the BBC's 
project lead for the H2020 EU fun-
ded project SUMMA. This collabora-
tive project will build a multi-media 
monitoring platform and incorpo-
rates automatic speech recognition 
and machine translation. She gra-
duated in English and America Stu-
dies at Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe 

University, Frankfurt, Germany. In 
2001, Susanne completed her trai-
ning as Studio Manager at the BBC 
and worked as sound engineer in 
BBC World Service radio and televi-
sion until 2015.

Xiang Yu
Business Development Executive

OptiRisk

Xiang Yu is Business Development 
Techno Executive at OptiRisk Sys-
tems. She has a PhD in Mathematics 
from Brunel University. Her research 
interests are in sentiment analy-
sis, predictive analytics and market  
microstructure and their applications 
in financial analytics. In OptiRisk 
Systems, she conducts client facing  
applied research; she is also in charge 
of all aspects of acquiring market 
data and news metadata. Xiang and 
Prof. Mitra are co-editors of the 
“Handbook of Sentiment Analysis in 
Finance.

 & 
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Auditorium

Lobby
CLOAKROOM

LUNCH AREA

INFO DESK TOILETS

 & 
The International 

Auditorium

International Trade Union 
House 

Boulevard du Roi Albert II, N° 5 / 2
B-1210 Brussels

Tel. +32 (0)2 2240254 

GPS Coordinates:
50.857215,4.356213

2

2

1

1 SSIX
DiscoverText
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EU NEWS & POLICY DEBATES 
ACROSS LANGUAGES

THE EUROPEAN MEDIA NETWORK
IN 12 EU LANGUAGES

W W W . E U R A C T I V . C O M
EurActiv publishes free news and facilitates debates 
for policy professionals. With over 2 million* page 
views and 667,494* ‘unique visitors’ per month, 
EurActiv is the leading online media on EU affairs. 

* Average Google Analytics January-December 2014

Core network members Network members

EA_AD_LT-Innovate Summit 062015 A4.indd   1 19/06/2015   15:06:03

LT-Accelerate2016.indd   16 15/11/2016   11:47:14


