
ESIF opportunities in Finland: 

Operational Programme: 
Finland has two Operational Programmes – one nation-wide and one for the autonomous 
province of Aland. 

Practical Information 
Regions identified S3 priorities. Main regions with potential opportunities are: 

S3 priorities for Etela Pohjanmaa  
Language technologies could fit into their RIS3. However, so far none of the region’s 
companies or development organizations have approached them with this theme. Eptek, 
the South Ostrobothnia Health Technology Center could perhaps be interested in testing LT 
in eHealth. They work in close co-operation with municipalities and health care providers. At 
the moment they are also participating to an international health technology project called 
Nordic Telemedicine Center. 
Contact: Jaakko Hallila 

S3 priorities of Satakunta 
This region’s smart specialisation has a focus on people oriented solutions which also 
includes approach for technical solutions to social innovations.  The target set for the 
Satakunta Regional Plan (Handbook on Future of Satakunta 2035) is a “Good life in 
Satakunta 2035.” There are three regional development themes leading to this target: 
encouraging community, pure vitality and people-oriented solutions. The issue is 
approached in the Regional Programme in a four-year time span, from the perspective of 
Satakunta’s competitiveness and vitality. Seven strategic regional focuses have been chosen. 
Contact: Katja Laitinen 

S3 priorities of Pirkanmma 
Language technologies are indeed related to many fields in their smart specialization 
strategy.  If there are any companies or research units interested to invest in that region 
they can contact the local and regional players e.g. universities and development 
companies. 
Here are some useful links: 
ITS Factory Innovative Tempere Site 
University of Tampere 
FinnMedi 
Contact: Jukka Alasentie 

S3 priorities of Helsinki-Uusimaa 
Language technologies do fit its smart specialization strategy in many priorities. Depending 
on the approach it could be in smart citizen, digitalizing industry or health and wellbeing. 
The financing of such a project would be more challenging. It could come from different 
sources; EU instruments or nationally from Tekes (Finnish Funding Agency for Innovation). 
For 2014-2020 there are about 50 million euro for the region in structural funds programme 
(ERDF and ESR together). With equal amount of national public co-funding the total volume 
of the program in our region is about 100 million euro. 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/programmes?search=1&keywords=&periodId=3&countryCode=FI&regionId=ALL&objectiveId=14&tObjectiveId=ALL
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI194/tags/FI194
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI194/tags/FI194
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI196/tags/FI196
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI196/tags/FI196
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI197/tags/FI197
http://www.hermiagroup.fi/its-factory/
http://www.uta.fi/sis/tauchi/about.html
http://www.finnmedi.com/in-english/
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI197/tags/FI197
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1B1/tags/FI1B1


The thematic objectives in ERDF are: 

  Enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs 
  Producing and using new information and knowledge 
  Promoting low carbon economy    

The thematic objectives for ESF are: 

 Employment and labour mobility 
 Education, skills and livelong learning 
 Social inclusion 

The projects that are financed with ESIF funding are practically oriented, not pure research 
or product development projects as such.  But competition is hard and only few applications 
are financed. 
Contact: Kristiina Heiniemi-Pulkkinen 
The national website of this region provides information in Finnish, Swedish and English. 

S3 priorities of other region: 
Lappi  
Etelä-Savo  
Etelä-Suomi  
Kainuu  
Keski-Suomi  
Päijät-Häme  
Pohjois-Karjala 
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa  
Pohjanmaa  
Varsinais-Suomi  

Links to all ESIF and related programmes (e.g. cross-border Interreg) in Finland.  
 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1B1/tags/FI1B1
http://www.uudenmaanliitto.fi/en/development_and_planning/regional_programming/smart_specialisation_in_helsinki-uusimaa_region
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1D7/tags/FI1D7
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1D1/tags/FI1D1
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1C/tags/FI1C
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1D4/tags/FI1D4
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI193/tags/FI193
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1C3/tags/FI1C3
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1D3/tags/FI1D3
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1D6/tags/FI1D6
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI195/tags/FI195
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/FI1C1/tags/FI1C1
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/countries/FI

