
ESIF opportunities in Romania: 

Operational Programme: 
Romania has 4 Operational Programmes that are horizontal and cover: Large infrastructure, 
technical assistance, competitiveness, and regional Operational Programmes, the latter for 
regional development of all regions. 

S3 priorities:  
Among the priorities with potential relevance for LT are: Analysis, management and security 
of big data; Future internet; Software development technologies, instruments and methods; 
High performance computing and new computational models. Furthermore, the cultural 
and creative sector may be open to LT. 

Practical Information: 
Western Romania 
In Romania the smart specialisation strategy has a different status. In small countries, RIS3 is 
at national level (Hungary), in developed countries or in those where regions do have 
autonomy RIS3 is only at regional level. In Romania, the national authority developed its 
own RIS3 as a policy document that is a basis for supporting RDI investments from public 
money. They do foresee Big Data and Data Analytics smart specialisation areas. 
Some of the regions did develop their RIS3 based on the guidance of S3 platform although 
there is no regional budget for innovation to be coordinated by the Agencies. The public 
financing of the RDI projects is based on other national strategies that are not connected 
with the regional RIS3.  
The major problem in Romania is that the Regions may propose policies and may elaborate 
RIS but they do not have a mandate to implement the whole regional innovation policy 
because they do not have a budget. 
The chance of a stakeholder to develop a project on LT is to access money on innovation 
from national sources or from Regional Structural Funds supporting competitiveness on 
various sectors or technology transfer. There is no call especially for ICT companies within 
the regional funds. 
Contact: Cristian Gotia 

Links to all ESIF and related programmes (e.g. cross-border Interreg) in Romania.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/atlas/programmes/2014-2020/romania/2014ro16rfop002
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/RO/tags/RO
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/RO42/tags/RO42
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/regions/RO42/tags/RO42
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/countries/RO

